
I have no fellowship for a man that will 
bail out a thief, for he will go to stealing 
as soon as he is out. Talk about a thief’s 
keeping company with a girl! If there is a 
woman in this Territory that would keep 
company with such an infernal scoundrel, 
I hope she will speedily make her exit to 
some other country.

Let the people in this Territory be righ-
teous, and we are safe from all the powers 
of Satan and from all the evil powers of 
this earth. But for thieves, cutthroats, liars, 
adulterers, and every foul and wicked per-
son that can be brought out to mingle with 
this community, I am sick and tired of it. 
It is time to cleanse the inside of the plat-
ter; and if a United States’ official says it is 
mob law, let him say so until he is tired. 
We will teach men not to resist the officers 
in this Territory while they are in the dis-
charge of their duty; and let me here say to 
the Presiding Bishop, If he knows of any 
Bishop who sympathizes with those thieves 
who have infested our community, report 
him, and we will remove him. And I say to 
the Bishops, If you find any in your Wards 
who sympathize with a person who has 
been guilty of highway robbery, and has 
fallen by the hand of justice, try them for 
their fellowship.

I mourn not that a thief is killed, but 
that any human being would so far de-
base himself as to become a mean, low, 
degraded thief. No matter if it is your 
husband, your father, your brother, your 
child—if he should fall by the hand of jus-
tice for stealing and resisting the officers of 
the law to persist in wickedness, have no 
sympathy for the evildoer. If any of my 
family should be guilty of stealing, I shall 
request them to leave my house, never to 
enter it again. I would not cover over their 
iniquity, but I would expose it and deal 
with the sympathizer, should they by the

strong arm of justice be leveled to the 
dust. I would disown them. If a child or 
relative of mine forsakes the Gospel, the 
holy Priesthood, his God, and the king-
dom of God, farewell to that child or rela-
tive, whether near or distant. I own none 
as relatives, only those who love and serve 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All that 
belong to my Father’s house I own. I love 
them, I delight in their society, no matter 
whether they are poor or rich, learned or 
unlearned, if they observe the laws of the 
kingdom of God and live according to it.

As brother Cox observed this morn-
ing, let us be sure to build up the king-
dom of God, for in doing this we build 
up ourselves. In the early history of this 
Church, Joseph Smith was accused of be-
ing a speculator. So far as I am concerned, 
I never denied being a speculator; for, 
in one sense of the word, it is one of the 
greatest speculations ever entered into by 
man. In building up the kingdom of God, 
I am decidedly for self, and so are you. If 
you wish to obtain wealth, power, glory, 
excellency, and exaltation of every kind, 
be for God and truth, and he will give to 
you more than your hearts can conceive 
of. We are not going to be satisfied with 
a few paltry picayunes. We are not going 
to be satisfied with a mere preemption 
right on the soil in this Territory. Should 
the Government grant to every head of a 
family six hundred and forty acres of land, 
and to each wife and child their portion, 
as was done in Oregon Territory, that 
would give to me and to my sons and 
daughters quite a scope of country, and 
the whole people would swallow up all 
the land in this Territory. But shall we 
be satisfied with that? I am going to have 
a larger preemption than the Territory 
of Utah. In a few years this Territory 
will not contain my own posterity.
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