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axes, cotton or wool cards, steel, or silks
and satins? We should have to sup-
ply ourselves or go without. Think of
these things, and realize that the Lord
has taken peace from the earth, and is
suffering the wicked to slay the wicked,
and that the Prophet Brigham has this
day blown the trumpet and warned us
to prepare to supply our own wants.
"But," says a brother, "I want to follow
that business I can make the most at."
I would manufacture combs, but I can
make more by raising wheat. Suppose
all the tradesmen in the country should
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do the same, what would you do? No
blacksmiths, carpenters, tanners, or
shoemakers, but all farmers, and farm-
ing without ploughs, hoes, and going
barefoot, would soon be the inevitable re-
sult of this policy. We must all act our
part, and act it prudently and wisely.

I wished to add my testimony to the
things you have listened to. May the
blessings of God rest upon us, and give
unto us wisdom and ability to contribute
our aid to make the people of Zion self-
sustaining. Amen.
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Brethren and sisters, I have been
called upon and requested to occupy a
portion of the time this morning, and I
can truly say that I always take plea-
sure, when I have an opportunity, to bear
my testimony of the work of the Lord in
which we are engaged. I hope that what
little time I may speak I may be blessed
with the Spirit of the Lord, that I may
speak of such things as will be edifying
to you; for there is certainly not much ad-
vantage in talking to the people for the
sake of occupying the time, unless it will
be beneficial to us.

I know that it is our duty in this
Church and kingdom to live in such

a manner that we may feel interested in
the things of the kingdom of our God.
I reflect a great deal upon the bless-
ings which we are enjoying here in the
valleys of the mountains, and I often
think that I do not fully prize the bless-
ings the Lord has imparted unto me.
When I bring these things to bear upon
my mind, I realize to a great extent
the necessity of prizing the gifts of the
Holy Spirit bestowed upon me, and the
same duty devolves upon all the Saints
of God. If we can be made to rightly
value the gifts which the Almighty be-
stows upon us, we shall certainly not
do anything that is wrong; we shall not



