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of men, we are walking in the path of

life, and those truths are now uppermost

in our minds. We are constantly striv-

ing to spread abroad this truth, that the

hearts of the children of men may be in-

spired to take hold and help this king-

dom to take root and spread abroad un-

til it shall entirely overcome that power

which has always in past ages overcome

the kingdom of God. It is a blessing

to us, to the whole house of Israel, and

to the Gentile nations; it is a blessing

that the world never before have en-

joyed. It is true that other dispensa-

tions have had their Prophets and Apos-

tles, but they never enjoyed the priv-

ilege that we do of having the king-

dom of God continue upon the earth un-

til it triumphs over all other kingdoms

upon the face of the earth and stands

forever. Former Apostles and Prophets

had the unpleasant reflection that the

Church which they had built up would

fall away, or be overcome by the power

of the Devil and wicked men, and that

when they passed off the earth and went

behind the veil, they would have to take

the Priesthood with them, because there

would be none living worthy to receive

it from under their hands. They will be

crowned with the Savior according to the

promises, but in their lifetime they never

had the opportunity of planting on the

earth a kingdom that should remain un-

til Jesus should reign as King of kings

and Lord of lords. Lucifer has gained

possession of the earth by overcoming

the children of men; but it does not be-

long to him, although he has had posses-

sion of it for a great many generations.

I rejoice that the day is dawning when

the principles of righteousness and truth

will bear rule and bring forth fruit, un-

til the kingdom and the dominion shall

be given to the Saints of the Most High,

and the kingdoms of this world become

the kingdom of our God and his Christ.

The very idea of our becoming

coworkers with Jesus Christ ought to in-

spire every one of us with a determina-

tion to aid all we can in the dissemina-

tion of those great and glorious princi-

ples that are calculated to exalt the hu-

man family from their low and degraded

positions to the favor of God, angels, and

men. This is the way I feel in relation to

the Church and kingdom of which we are

members.

These blessings are above the bless-

ings of the riches and comforts of life

that we are all seeking after; they are

far more valuable and more lasting than

any other blessing in this life. Man

may have earthly wealth and honor, but

his life is not his own; he has not the

power to prolong his life one day; and

when he dies, his honor, his wealth, and

all that he possesses in this life passes

away. He receives nothing in this world

of riches or honor that he can carry with

him; and, except he stores his mind with

knowledge and obeys the fulness of the

Gospel, he cannot have the blessings of a

clear conscience and the comforts of the

Holy Ghost. The rich man, the rulers

of the land, the kings and potentates of

the earth, no matter what they possess,

when they die, they can take nothing

with them. They came into the world

naked, and they go into the spirit world

as poor as the poor man who lives and

dies in rags. Then all their acts of great-

ness and affluence sink into oblivion; but

still the Lord may hold the kings, rulers,

and potentates of the earth responsible

for their official acts.

When an Apostle, or President,

Bishop, or any man holding the

Priesthood officiates, he administers

by the authority of the Lord Je-

sus Christ; then that Priesthood has


