PRIVILEGES OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

effect, and all the blessings that a ser-
vant of God bestows upon the children
of men will take effect both in this life
and in that which is to come. If I have a
blessing given to me by the holy Priest-
hood, or if I receive a blessing from a
Patriarch, those gifts and blessings will
reach into the other world; and if I am
true to my covenants through this life, I
can claim every blessing that has been
conferred upon me, because that author-
ity by which they were conferred is or-
dained of God; and it is that by which
the sons of the Most High administer
unto the children of men the ordinances
of life and salvation; and those official
acts will have their effect upon those per-
sons beyond the grave as well as in this
life. These are the true riches; they are
riches that will last to all eternity, and
we have power through these blessings,
conferred by the Gospel, to receive our
bodies again, and to preserve our iden-
tity in eternity. Yes, we can claim this
by virtue of the holy Priesthood; but it
is not so in the world. There is not
a priest in the world that has adminis-
tered one of the ordinances of the Gospel
since the Priesthood was taken away,
because, properly speaking, there can
be no ordinance of the Gospel adminis-
tered without the authority of the Priest-
hood. Hence I say that, from the time
the Priesthood was taken from the earth
until Joseph received it again from the
angel of the Lord, there were no Gospel
ordinances legally administered. I ad-
mit, however, that all men will be re-
warded according to the deeds done in
the body, and they will be judged ac-
cording to the light which was given to
them. This will be the condition of all
who are not called and ordained of God,
notwithstanding they may have admin-
istered what they believe to be the or-
dinances of the Gospel; yet their ad-
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ministrations will have no effect beyond
the veil.

When we bring this subject home
and consider the difference between the
blessings of the Gospel as revealed in its
fulness and purity, and being shut out
from the light of heaven, from the reve-
lations of the Almighty, from the admin-
istration of angels, and from the voice
of God, we ought to prize our privileges
and blessings as Saints far more than
we have done heretofore. Mankind in
all ages search for happiness; they de-
sire social and domestic peace; and when
they think of the vast future, they desire
to participate in the blessings that are
spoken of as pertaining to that state of
existence; but they know not how to ob-
tain them, except a servant of God comes
along and points out the way of life. We
have the way open before us, and the gift
of eternal life, which is the greatest gift
of God, is promised unto us on condition
that we will continue in welldoing; but
we can attain to that through no other
means than strict obedience to the com-
mandments of God.

I refer to these things, brethren and
sisters, because I think we do not suffi-
ciently prize the great responsibility that
we are under to God and to this gen-
eration. It is indeed a great responsi-
bility which the Lord lays upon a man
when he calls him to the ministry and
sends him to declare to the people that
he is commissioned to preach the Gospel
and administer the ordinances by which
they can be saved, secure a part in the
first resurrection, and inherit thrones
and dominions in the presence of God
and the Lamb. We have received this
Gospel, and many of the Elders have
gone forth, having been called of God as
was Aaron, and they have offered the
truth to the nations of the earth. A few
have received the message, but the vast



