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majority have rejected it, and they are con-
demned. The Lord told Oliver Cowdery
that if he labored in the vineyard and
brought in but one soul, his reward should
be great. Then consider how great our re-
ward will be when you see hundreds and
thousands gathering into these valleys ev-
ery year—people who have been brought
to a knowledge of the truth by the labors
of the Elders that are now before me. Our
brethren have preached the words of life to
millions of people, and many thousands
have given heed to their warning voice; still
they are but few, compared with the vast
multitudes who have been commanded
to repent of all their sins, be baptized for
the remission of them, and have hands laid
upon them for the gift of the Holy Ghost.
We are truly blest in the agency which
God has given us to receive or reject what-
ever is presented to us, but we should re-
member that we shall be held responsible
for the use we make of the teachings of the
servants of God.

It does not make any difference how the
Lord makes known his will, whether by the
whisperings of the Holy Spirit, the admin-
istration of angels, or by his own voice; it
is all the same; and he has told us emphati-
cally that his words shall not pass away, but
all shall be fulfilled which has been spoken
of by the Prophets since the world began.

We have but a little time to labor and
to exert ourselves in this kingdom. Thirty
years have already passed away since the
organization of this Church, and we see
a numerous generation rising up before
us that have been born in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is al-
most a generation, according to the usual
reckoning of mankind, since John the
Baptist came and conferred the Aaronic

Priesthood upon Joseph Smith and Oliver
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Cowdery; and the kingdom has kept grow-
ing from that time to the present—per-
haps not as fast as it might have done if
all the Elders had been as faithful as our
President has been; but still it is progress-
ing rapidly, and it is where the Prophet
had his eye upon when he said—“O Zion,
that bringest good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto
the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”
How much the Elders have talked of this
and of the little stone cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, that was to roll forth
until it filled the whole earth. We are now
fulfilling those predictions. We are planted
here in the mountains in fulfillment of the
promise of the Almighty.

In the early days of this Church the
Lord told those who were first called to the
ministry that they were laying the founda-
tion of a great work, but they knew it not.
They did not then understand the nature
of the work to which they were called;
still they felt, by the inspiration of the
Almighty, and their minds were opened to
see that they were called to take part in a
great work—called to a high and holy call-
ing; but still there was a veil over their eyes,
so that they could not comprehend it in its
magnitude and greatness, as we now do. If
the Prophet Joseph had arisen up in 1831,
2, 3, or even 1834, when we went up to
Jackson County in the State of Missouri—
had he then told the people that this
Church would be built up, and that this
people would become a great kingdom,
and that the United States would, in less
than one generation, be in the lamen-
table position that we now find them, it
would have required a stretch of our faith
to have believed him. Our minds were
not then open to that extent that we
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