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I do not know that I have ever spo-
ken to the Saints upon any principle of
the Gospel of salvation when I could do
more than offer a few opening remarks,
there is so much to learn. The oldest and
most experienced persons in this Church
are satisfied that they have by no means
learned all that is to be learned concern-
ing things that pertain to this world. To
even thoroughly learn all the different
branches of mechanism is more than one
man can do in this mortal life. The object
of this existence is to learn, which we can
only do a little at a time. "Whom shall
he teach knowledge? and whom shall he
make to understand doctrine? those that
are weaned from the milk, and drawn
from the breasts. For precept must be
upon precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little,
and there a little."

How gladly would we understand ev-
ery principle pertaining to science and
art, and become thoroughly acquainted
with every intricate operation of na-
ture, and with all the chemical changes
that are constantly going on around us!
How delightful this would be, and what
a boundless field of truth and power
is open for us to explore! We are
only just approaching the shores of the
vast ocean of information that pertains
to this physical world, to say nothing
of that which pertains to the heavens,

to angels and celestial beings, to the
place of their habitation, to the manner
of their life, and their progress to still
higher degrees of perfection.

We hear many glorious truths in the
discourses delivered by our Elders here
and in other places, but we return to our
homes and tomorrow we are about as we
were yesterday. It is our privilege to im-
prove each day of our lives, but can we
improve fast enough to even gain all the
knowledge that pertains to this world in
the life we now possess? No; but we can
gain knowledge faster than we now do,
by exercising still greater diligence.

When we meet in a worshipping ca-
pacity, we are apt to feel anxious to hear
something new concerning the Deity or
the place of his habitation. How de-
lightful it is to hear a man expound the
prophecies—to hear the revelations of
God and things which pertain to the ce-
lestial kingdom of God delineated! How
joyful, how pleasing, how glorious this
is to both male and female, old and
young, who seem to know all about
these matters, but who at home do not
know enough to make a hoe handle so
that you could tell whether it was de-
signed for an oxbow, plow handle, or
hoe handle. And the sister that re-
joices so much in the glories of the up-
per world, when she is at home, very
likely, does not know enough to pur-
sue her daily avocations as she ought.



