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gets his living by stealing cattle on the
ranges. The wheat wasted this year, for
want of proper care, would feed this whole
community for a considerable length of
time. Farmers do not seem to think that
every kernel of grain should be gathered
and saved as far as possible. The atmo-
sphere that presses upon the face of our
fields imparts nourishment to the soil, and
the rains from the heavens and the waters
that come dancing from the mountains
and are led over our fields are laden with
plant food, so that we can gather from this
benchland—from this gravelly soil—thirty
bushels of wheat to the acre, which does
not answer the end in the economy of na-
ture for which it is created, if it is suffered
again to return to the ground unappropri-
ated in the way designed by the Almighty.
If it is distributed in another shape than
that designed, the wheat element may be
entirely removed to another portion of the
earth; and after a few years you may not
be able to raise wheat in this country. If
a single constituent part of any plant be
exhausted from the soil, the plant cannot
be produced until the wanting element is
restored.

Our Father in heaven wishes us to pre-
serve that which he gives to us. If we are
prodigal and wasteful of his blessings, it will
be said—“Take from them that which they
seem to have and give it to another people.”
We wish to gain all that is to be gained; we
wish to enrich ourselves; but, as a people,
in a great many instances, we take a course
to make ourselves poor. If we could only
learn enough to be self-preserving and self-
sustaining, we should then have learned
what the Gods have learned before us,
and what we must eventually learn be-
fore we can be exalted. Trace the history
of the favored people of God in any age
of the world and on any portion of the
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earth, and you will find that the Lord has
poured out great abundance upon them,
he has blessed them as individuals, as com-
munities, and as nations. We have also
been greatly blessed, but we have treated
lightly our blessings in neglecting to prop-
erly and frugally use them.

That individual, neighborhood, people,
or nation that will not acknowledge the
hand of God in all things, but will squan-
der their blessings, and thus pour con-
tempt upon his kind favors, will become
desolate and be wasted away. So long as any
people live up to the best light they have,
the Almighty will multiply blessings upon
them by blessing the earth and causing it
to bring forth in its strength to fill their
storehouses with plenty; but if they be-
come fat, and are lofty, and kick against the
Lord, and trample his blessings under their
feet in reckless wastefulness, he will cause
them to inherit barrenness, and he will give
them “cleanness of teeth in all their cities,
and want of bread in all their places.” The
Lord needs only to say to his angel, “Pass
over the land and take away the elements
of wheat,” and that crop ceases to be pro-
duced. This very thing has transpired in the
lands from whence we have been driven,
and their fruit is blasted; in fact, nothing
grows there in the same abundance and
perfection that it once did. Desolation is
in the path of the wicked. It would have
been so with us, if we had remained in our
former homes, and had not lived to honor
the life God has given us. In consequence
of the hatred, malice, and disposition in the
hearts of the wicked to persecute his people,
God has so cursed the land and blasted the
elements that they are not fruitful.

I do not think that I ever beheld
anything in my life more painful to
my heart and more distressing to my
feelings than I saw manifested in the
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