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chimney, a wife wishes to prepare a

chicken for supper, and she must burn

off the pin feathers; she gathers up an

armful of shavings, sets fire to them, and

the flame that is singeing off the pin

feathers is also firing the chimney; from

that it spreads to the roof, and from the

roof to the stackyard. A thousand dol-

lars' worth of property is destroyed by

carelessly singeing the pin feathers off a

chicken. Our wives are not apt to think

of this, any more than they do when they

suffer their little children to get cold, and

the croup, and then death.

This people, in their notions concern-

ing life, are similar to the whole world.

We have brought our traditions from the

world, but we wish to learn better, and

get rid of every false notion and prac-

tice. As I told you the other day, it is

impossible to believe a truth that is not

embraced in "Mormonism," whether it is

found in the mental education or phys-

ical pursuits of mortals, in the spiritual

refinement of the Gods, or in culling im-

mortal fruits from trees that grow in the

Elysian fields of Paradise. "The life that

now is" more immediately demands our

attention, and I am fearful that many

spend their lives for naught. There are

persons in this community who, if they

could have their own will gratified and

be possessed of plenty of means, would

not do another day's work in their lives,

unless they were urged to it. Such

persons are told that they should de-

vote their lifetime they now have to use-

fulness; but they have sufficient, they

say, and have no need to be useful in

performing any kind of labor. This is

a mistake. Though I possessed mil-

lions of money and property, that does

not excuse me from performing the la-

bor that it is my calling to perform, so

far as I have strength and ability, any

more than the poorest man in the com-

munity is excused. The more we are

blessed with means, the more we are

blessed with responsibility; the more we

are blessed with wisdom and ability, the

more we are placed under the necessity

of using that wisdom and ability in the

spread of righteousness, the subjugation

of sin and misery, and the amelioration

of the condition of mankind. The man

that has only one talent and the man

that has five talents have responsibility

accordingly. If we have a world of means,

we have a world of responsibility. If we

have an eternity of knowledge, we shall

have an eternity of business to trans-

act and to occupy every particle of the

knowledge bestowed upon us.

Then, instead of searching after what

the Lord is going to do for us, let us in-

quire what we can do for ourselves, and

the answer will be, We can make our own

hats, bonnets, shoes, and clothing, and

we can make our own heaven here below;

and if there is anything that we cannot

make now, we will wear what we have

until we can make more. I have a word

of praise for our sisters. I have seen the

handsomest homemade plaid in this city

that I ever saw in any country. I would

like to see them wear it when they go

to parties, instead of donning silks and

satins. Their homemade plaid will look

better to me than all the silk and satin

they can put on. But when sister Susan

gets a fine dress, then Betsy will not go to

the party unless she has as good a frock

as Susan's; and Sarah must have as good

a one as either of the others, or a little

better. Perhaps she wants a little more

gimp, a little extra braid, some insertion,

or something to make a better dress than

has either of her sisters; and so we waste

for a thing of naught the blessings we

should otherwise improve.

Be careful of the clothing you


