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the salvation and redemption of the poor,

lost, degraded sons of the forest, that

God has given the Urim and Thummim,

and caused to be translated one of the

most glorious sacred records, or histo-

ries that was ever introduced into the

world by mortal man. It is for this object

that we have been permitted to leave the

land of our forefathers, to traverse the

sandy deserts and plains of Nebraska,

and to locate ourselves here in the midst

of these lonely and peaceful vales; it is

that we might fulfil and accomplish the

purposes of the great Jehovah, in the re-

demption of the remnant of Joseph who

dwelt here before us. I shall not, per-

haps, make a great many remarks this

afternoon, as there are others present

who no doubt desire to bear their tes-

timony before the Saints; yet I feel to

make a few observations in relation to

that degraded people, and in relation to

ourselves, and our duties in regard to

them; not that I expect my feeble abili-

ties will impart anything that is of much

consequence or importance, more than

what has already been clearly portrayed

before your minds this forenoon.

With these preliminary remarks, I

will select a passage of Scripture as a

text. It reads as follows—"Woe be unto

them that are at ease in Zion." I think

we will find this text in the predictions of

Isaiah. We shall also find it in the Book

of Mormon. I will repeat the words—

"Woe be unto them that are at ease in

Zion." Do you think, brethren and sis-

ters, while so much depends upon our ex-

ertions and conduct, that we can come

to these valleys, or go anywhere else

on this American continent, and settle

down upon our farms, or engage in our

merchandise or in our business transac-

tions, and be at ease in Zion? It is of

no use thinking of this for a moment;

for the day, even the time of the re-

demption of Israel, is now nigh at hand;

and Zion, instead of being at ease, must

travail in pain to be delivered. When

the Saints first began to assemble them-

selves together in Jackson County, Mis-

souri, and began to build fine houses

and open rich farms, and were sur-

rounded with every facility for becom-

ing rich in this world's goods—when

they were thus inclined to settle down

in pleasant places, with their affections

placed upon the things of the earth—

upon their houses and their lands, upon

their grain, their flocks and their herds,

and when the great and important duties

required of them as Latter-day Saints

were laid aside, or, at least, placed on

the background—when they thus set-

tled down, and were determined to en-

joy their own Zion at perfect ease, did

the Lord suffer them to remain at ease?

No. He suffered them to be uprooted, to

be driven from their houses and inher-

itances, and to be afflicted, tormented,

and oppressed. Why did the Lord suf-

fer this? Because the people felt a dis-

position to be at ease in the land of Zion,

and to neglect the important duties re-

quired at their hands. This has been

more or less the case from the day that

we settled in the western part of Mis-

souri until the present time. We have

forgotten who we are; we have forgot-

ten in a measure what God has been do-

ing with us as a people; we have for-

gotten his purposes that he has deter-

mined to accomplish in our day and gen-

eration; we have forgotten the degraded,

forlorn condition of the sons of Joseph;

we have forgotten the predictions of the

holy Prophets among their fathers, who

so earnestly prayed to the Most High for

themselves and their children to the lat-

est generation, whose prayers have been

recorded in the records of eternity and

preserved in the archives of heaven, to be


