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answered upon the heads of their poster-

ity in the last days. We have forgotten

these things to a great extent, and are

dwelling at ease in Zion, and neglecting

the great redemption of Israel.

It almost seems sometimes that the

people are determined to take their rest

and be at ease before their great labor is

accomplished or their day of rest comes.

They build houses, they plant vineyards,

they sow their fields, they gather to-

gether large flocks and herds, they mul-

tiply their goods and substance, they sur-

round themselves with the comforts and

luxuries of this life, and say to them-

selves, "We will enjoy ourselves and be

at ease in Zion; we will remain upon our

farms and in our fine houses; we will en-

gage in our merchandise and in various

occupations; we will let the Lamanites

take care of themselves, and we will let

the purposes of the Almighty roll round

without our help." And after all these

things, they will pray every day that the

Lord will roll round events, accomplish

his purposes, and fulfil the covenants

made with the house of Israel, and yet

not lift one solitary finger to facilitate the

answer to their prayers.

As it was said this forenoon, God is

not going to do this without our agency

and exertions. What says the Apostle

Paul concerning the Gentiles? "For as ye

in times past have not believed God, yet

now have obtained mercy through their

unbelief: Even so have these (that is the

house of Israel) also now not believed,

that through your mercy they also may

obtain mercy."

The Apostle shows plainly that blind-

ness in part happened to Israel, and that

you Gentiles, as a consequence, obtained

mercy. Has not the light of truth shone

upon our minds, that these Lamanites,

who are of the house of Israel, might,

through the mercy of us Gentiles, obtain

mercy?

[Elder Pratt then asked a blessing

upon the bread.]

Through the mercy of the Gentiles,

it is decreed that the house of Israel

in the last days shall obtain mercy;

that is, through the believing of the

Gentiles, or, in other words, through

the Saints of the living God who have

embraced the covenant of peace from

among the Gentiles, and have separated

themselves from the wicked Gentile na-

tions. It is through their mercy, through

their long-suffering, patience, and for-

bearance, that the house of Israel are to

find salvation and mercy. And if we do

not accomplish this work, we shall suf-

fer; and I just as much believe this as

I believe that the sun shines in the fir-

mament of heaven. Without this peo-

ple become the saviors of Israel, we shall

be accounted as salt that has lost its sa-

vor, and therefore no longer good for any-

thing but to be trodden under the feet

of Israel or of our enemies. Whosoever

will not extend the hand of mercy to re-

deem this people will go down, and lose

their influence with God and all good

men. We are placed here as saviors upon

the mountains, and God has placed us

here because we understand principles

that they are ignorant of. We know about

God; we have learned something of Jesus

Christ and of the redemption wrought

out by him; we have also learned some

little of the future state of man. We

are in possession of knowledge which is

hid from all the rest of the world. Shall

we, therefore, dwell at ease upon our

farms and in our habitations, and suf-

fer these sons of the forest to remain

in eternal ignorance of the great truths

that we are in possession of? If so, woe

be unto this people, or any other peo-

ple that are entrusted with the sacred

things committed to our charge, and who


