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cities that ever was or ever will be built

on this land? Does not that book say

that the Lamanites are to be the prin-

cipal operators in that important work,

and that those who embrace the Gospel

from among the Gentiles are to have

the privilege of assisting the Laman-

ites to build up the city called the New

Jerusalem? This remnant of Joseph, who

are now degraded, will then be filled

with the wisdom of God; and by that

wisdom they will build that city; by the

aid of the Priesthood already given, and

by the aid of Prophets that God will

raise up in their midst, they will beau-

tify and ornament its dwellings; and we

have the privilege of being numbered

with them, instead of their being num-

bered with us. It is a great privilege in-

deed (and we are indebted to their fa-

thers for it), that we enjoy of being as-

sociated with them in the accomplish-

ment of so great a work. It is to their

fathers and to God that we are indebted

for the enjoyment of such great blessings

in fulfillment of the prophecies. Their

ancient Prophets among their ancestry

looked with interest upon their children,

and they interceded day and night for

their redemption. In answer to their

prayers, an angel has flown through the

midst of heaven to preach the everlast-

ing Gospel to the nations; and it is there-

fore to them that we are indebted for

many of the privileges that we now en-

joy. If we are thus indebted as a people—

woe be unto us who are gathered from

among the Gentiles, if we neglect to

pay the debt by our exertions to save

them! Woe to us who have contracted the

debt! For a day of judgment and retribu-

tion will come, and there will be no es-

cape! No lawyers will be there to quib-

ble and bring up technicalities of law;

but the debt will have to be paid, for

to their forefathers are we indebted for

the light and knowledge that we possess.

Therefore, let us bestir ourselves, and

perform those duties incumbent upon

us, and then we shall receive our re-

ward. I do not wish to take up the time

when there are others of our brethren

that have not had the privilege of speak-

ing; but I did feel to say these words.

I felt to shout glory to God this morn-

ing when I heard our President speak

of these things. My advice to you, my

brethren and sisters, is the same as to

myself—Let us wake up to a sense of

these things; let us sacrifice whatever is

required of us for the salvation of this

people. With regard to going to foreign

nations to preach the Gospel among the

idolatrous heathen, I will say, for my own

part, that I would prefer going and labor-

ing for years in those mountains to save

Israel; yes, for years, if that should be re-

quired by the First Presidency, though I

stand ready to go to China, or to the is-

lands and nations of the Pacific, or to any

other part of the world, when counseled

so to do. What are these sacrifices to the

glory that is to follow?

[Elder Pratt asked a blessing upon

the cup.]

Brethren and sisters, may God bless

you, and may his Spirit inspire you

when you lie down at night, and in your

dreams of the night, when you rise up

in the morning, and when you go about

your temporal labors. May He inspire

you continually to search and find out

what your duties are to the remnants

of Israel that are in your midst. I ask

that God will give you this spirit of in-

quiry and earnestness in the name of Je-

sus Christ. Amen.


