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EARLY PERSECUTIONS—CERTAIN RETRIBUTION

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT HEBER C. KIMBALL, MADE IN THE BOWERY, JULY 7, 1861
Reported by J. V. Long

The ideas that have been advanced by
President Young are strictly true, and
they will so appear to everyone who has a
knowledge of the condition of this world,
and they will especially appear so to those
who have a knowledge of the kingdom of
God as it has been established in these last
days. In regard to the United States, Great
Britain, and European nations generally,
they have a knowledge or a history of this
people.

I was in England and commenced
preaching the Gospel twenty-four years
ago last June, and of course there were only
a few Saints in that land; but the Gospel
has spread among most of the nations of
Europe. It has also been sounded in Asia,
Africa, Australia, and in hundreds of the
islands of the sea. The people generally
look upon us as a set of fanatics, and they
do not consider us worthy of their atten-
tion; still there are some who occasionally
become convinced and embrace the truth.
When the Church was first organized in
Manchester, in the State of New York, the
people rose up against us, and were deter-
mined that we should not stay there, and
consequently we went to Kirtland, in the
State of Ohio, where we had peace for a
little season. And then we went to Jackson
County, Missouri; but the brethren
found we could not stay there, and hence
we had to move over into Clay County.
We stayed there a short time, and after-
wards went into Caldwell County. We re-
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mained in those counties but a short time
before the spirit of mobocracy raged to
such a degree that the people considered
we were not fit to live upon the earth.
Fourteen thousand troops were called
out, and took a few of us prisoners, and
made us sign a deed transferring all our
property to our persecutors in the State of
Missouri, to pay the expense of our per-
secutors. They commenced their cruel-
ties, and perpetrated the most diabolical
outrages upon our people that were ever
known among civilized nations: men,
women, and children were indiscrimi-
nately despoiled of all they possessed; they
were mobbed and whipped; some were
tarred and feathered, and those who could
not readily escape, were massacred, irre-
spective of age or sex; and if the Almighty
had not interfered, they would have killed
us all. We then went into Illinois, and had
not been there long before they began
to serve us in like manner. They gave us
a city charter, and then took it from us
again, and that too without any just cause.
They gave us a charter for a Masonic
Lodge, and then went to work and killed
some of the men to whom the charter was
given. The rage and ferocity of our ene-
mies did not cease there, but it soon man-
ifested itself in mobs assembling by thou-
sands, who finally succeeded in driving us
out of that State also, leaving us in the wil-
derness to perish. But the Lord assisted us;
his protecting hand was over us for good,
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