EARLY PERSECUTIONS—CERTAIN RETRIBUTION.

and by his power we were preserved.

After all these hardships and trials
we started for this country, and what
did the Government then require of us?
Five hundred men were called to go and
take part in the Mexican war, and that
too at a time when we were all living
in our wagons: many were sick, and
some were dying; and in fact hundreds
and thousands have died in consequence
of the hardships and privations brought
upon them by our ruthless persecutors.
Joseph Smith lost his life by the hands
of assassins, and he was one of the best
men that ever trod the footstool of the
Almighty. He was the man called to open
up this last dispensation, but the world
at large would not receive him.

We have passed through many
grievous trials; but I do not feel that I
want to say much about our sufferings
this morning, but simply to remind you
of some of the prominent acts of our en-
emies, that you may know that we have
nothing to expect from them in the fu-
ture but persecution and misrepresen-
tation. Many of you are strangers to
these things, both members and Elders,
because you were not baptized into the
Church until afterwards; but still you
can see what the world have done to us;
and everything in the shape of persecu-
tion or affliction which the world have
brought upon us, will come back upon
their own heads tenfold, and this nation
in particular will reap what they have
sown, and their troubles have already
commenced; but I shall live to see them
broken to pieces a great deal worse than
they are now, and so will thousands of
you. Our sons and daughters will live
to see the complete overthrow of the na-
tion, and they will avenge our wrongs.
Many of them were born while we were
undergoing those afflictions, and the
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blood of retributive justice is in them,
and I know this as well as I know that
I live and dwell upon this earth.

Our enemies know not what they are
doing when they persecute and mob this
people. It is true they are doing no more
than was done by the wicked Laman-
ites who once lived upon this continent,
and who were a flourishing and prosper-
ous people. They persecuted the peo-
ple composing the Church of Christ, the
Nephites departed from the faith, and
the two parties wasted each other away
until only a remnant was left, and as
such we now see them wandering about
in filth, darkness, and the very lowest
state of degradation. The Jaredites, who
preceded the Israelites upon this conti-
nent, did the same things. They fought
and contended with each other until the
whole people were destroyed, and we are
going to live to see similar things be-
fall this nation. Although many may fall
away from the truth, and others may em-
brace it, yet the destruction of this na-
tion is sealed, except they repent, which
is not very probable. Notwithstanding
this nation has been favored with the
revelations of heaven, yet they never
knew God, they never knew that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of the Most High,
and they do not now know that the lead-
ers of this people are inspired from on
high.

Now, I will say one thing that is in
this good old book, the book that they
won't have in the Congress of the United
States, for you remember it is only a
short time ago that they would neither
have a priest to pray for them, nor re-
ceive the Bible as evidence. This book,
the Bible, says: "For with what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again." The nation of
the United States have got to reap that
which they have sown, and to receive



