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can be increased and improved every
year.

It is a measure of political economy
for us to strive to promote the general in-
terest, and to study to do the most good
for the community we live in. If we can-
not abide the appeal to our consciences,
let us abide the appeal to our pockets.
(Voice: You have caught us now.) We
must not suit our ways to strangers, but
we must look to the welfare of Israel.

Brethren, there is a glorious work be-
fore us, and great and glorious bless-
ings will be poured out upon us. Peace
and plenty surround us, and we are far
from the power and corruptions which
are now disturbing the enemies of God's
people. The Almighty has wisely placed
barriers in the way of his enemies, and
by them they are now kept back, other-
wise they would endeavor to swallow us
up in their anger and rage.

We are now in a position that we can
do those things of which I have been
speaking. We can provide for our fu-
ture necessities. We can raise up a great
and mighty people, who will be led and
governed by the principles of righteous-
ness, and we have now an opportunity
of doing it in these valleys. The nucleus
is formed, the people are here, and we
can do everything that is required if we
have the disposition to labor for its ac-
complishment. Let us take hold like men
and women of God, like those who are
filled with his Holy Spirit, in order that
we may accomplish the important work
required at our hands. It is a work that
should engage our most earnest atten-
tion. It is not a thing of a moment, and
then to pass away; but it is the king-
dom of God that shall remain forever and
forever. This is what we are striving to
build up; and let us take hold of it in such
a manner as we can carry it on, and at
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the same time sustain ourselves. To
do this, we must produce those things
that are necessary for our temporal ex-
istence; and let us be careful not to de-
stroy what the Lord has given us before
we produce another supply from the el-
ements around us. It is our business,
and duty, too, to take care of all that the
Lord has put into our hands, and not be-
cause a word has been said about tea, to
go and burn it up or throw it away; but
we should put all we are made stewards
over to the best possible use.

Now, I have no objection to our keep-
ing things in our possession that are nec-
essary for sickness, but let the whiskey
and the tobacco be put to their legitimate
uses, then all will be right. Where cof-
fee is produced, the people do not use it,
but they raise it for the barbarians. In
the East Indies and wherever coffee is
grown, the inhabitants consider it poi-
son and wonder that it does not poi-
son the outside barbarians, as they term
all those whom we consider the civilized
and enlightened nations. Some of our
physicians will, however, say and con-
tend that it is perfectly harmless, when
the facts before us show the effect of cof-
fee, tea, opium, tobacco and other stim-
ulants, and various other foolish and ex-
pensive indulgences to be the cause of re-
ducing the average of human life, so that
not one half of those born into the world
live to attain the age of seventeen years.
Apart from this, it would be a great sav-
ing to this people, for they have to bring
these things from abroad. Everything
that we cannot produce within ourselves,
it would be best for us to do generally
without, then we would have means to
aid us in producing those things that
are necessary to more fully develop the
resources of the mountains and valleys
of Utah. I mean that we could then
use our means to bring the machin-
ery here that we cannot so well manu-



