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and get ten thousand dollars worth of

ribbons.

It may be asked, "Does not brother

Brigham buy as many store goods for his

wives and children as any man in the

Territory of Utah?" I buy more. Probably

I bestow more, according to the number

I have to sustain, than any other man.

"Why do you do so?" Shall I say, to keep

peace out of the family, or to keep peace

in the family? Which is it? I will leave

that for you to answer. Such buying is

no part of the duty of any man in this

community; neither is it the duty of any

man to be a merchant in this community,

in the manner that many are and have

been. I frequently tell the people that it

is no part of my religion or duty to dance,

but it is as much a part of my religious

duty to dance as it is to buy ribbons and

other useless articles of clothing. We are

permitted to do such things because of

our ignorance, and the sin that is in the

world; because of the want of the knowl-

edge possessed by heavenly beings; the

want of true knowledge concerning the

earth and the inhabitants thereon. Were

it not for this ignorance and darkness

we should not be pardoned as we are

now. When we become weaned from the

love of the world, become humble, peni-

tent, contrite in spirit, and begin to love

the Lord a little, it almost distracts us—

some almost go crazy.

At no distant period merchandising

in imported goods will cease in this Ter-

ritory, and the fabrics we wear will be

manufactured by ourselves—imported

fabrics will not be here. The inquiry

may arise, "What will be done with

the money that will accumulate?" for

we have paid merchants here during

eleven to twelve years past not less than

from six to ten hundred thousand dol-

lars annually. If any should be fear-

ful that they will be cumbered with sur-

plus means, I will promise them to pro-

vide a way in which they may expend

their means for the upbuilding of the

kingdom of God. I do not feel to find

fault, complain, or cast reflections upon

myself, upon my family, or upon my

brethren and sisters for what we have

hitherto done and still are doing in the

capacity of merchants, or purchasers, or

consumers. I look forward to the time

when this people will possess what is

called the wealth of the earth, that is,

those articles which are accounted very

valuable, but many of which are in re-

ality of very little worth. The diamond

is considered of the most value, still its

intrinsic value is but trifling; by heat it

can be burned like other coal. I esteem

gold as more valuable, for it cannot be

consumed by fire. We would like to have

a little of this metal, for how much bet-

ter would it be to drink out of a gold cup

than out of an old rusty tin basin. We

expect to have earthenware, it is true,

when we get men here that know how to

put the material together to make it, but

if you accidentally let a piece of fine ex-

pensive earthenware drop, it breaks and

that is the end of it; should a child or a

grown person make a misstep and fall,

when carrying a gold or silver cup or ves-

sel, it cannot be broken. But this will be

hereafter, it is not yet. When we see the

time that the people will possess the true

riches of the earth and the heavens, we

can preserve that which we have, it will

not be stolen by thieves.

Apparently the merchandising inter-

est in this community is coming to

a close, and I feel like urging upon

the people the necessity of preparing

to grow and manufacture that which

they consume. It is my indispens-

able duty to urge this important item

upon them and to warn them of com-

ing evil to themselves, unless they


