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days will not become a blank through ig-
norance, but every day will bring with it 
its useful and profitable employment. God 
has placed us here, given us the ability 
we possess, and supplied the means upon 
which we can operate to produce social, 
national, and eternal happiness.

Seeing we are so wonderfully endowed 
with priceless gifts by our Heavenly 
Father, will he not require usury at our 
hands? He will. But he has made us agents 
to ourselves, which makes us responsible 
for the way in which we use the talents he 
has given us, for the manner we expend 
the gold and silver, the wheat and fine 
flour, the cattle upon a thousand hills, 
and the wine and oil, for they all belong 
to Him; and we too belong to Him, but 
he has created man after His own image,  
and endowed him with a germ of inde-
pendence that will crown him a God

through his faithfulness. He required us 
to devote these godlike powers to our own 
advantage, life, wealth, beauty, comfort, 
and exaltation by giving to His cause—the 
cause of righteousness—universal triumph 
over sin. Then do not hoard up your gold; 
if you do, it will canker, but put out every 
dollar to usury. Instead of your souls being 
bound up in your cattle and other prop-
erty, put it all where it should be placed 
for the benefit of the kingdom of God on 
earth and for his glory.

I have merely touched this subject. 
I wish the Elders, and we have many 
 talented Elders, to verbally follow out this 
subject in the afternoon, and then physi-
cally follow it out by rightly using your cat-
tle and wagons, your silver and gold, and 
your time and talents, then God will bless 
us. Amen.

I have four sermons that I wish to 
preach this morning, and I wish about 
thirty-five minutes in which to preach 
them.

The first subject I shall notice this 
morning is robbing the dead. Many 
have desired me to express myself in  
public relative to what has transpired

in our graveyard during four or five years 

past. Robbing the dead is not a new thing. 

Robbing dead people of their jewelry 

and clothing is customary in the cities of 

Europe; and it has been and is customary 

in many places to steal the body for the  

purpose of dissection. I have, in the
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