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course of my life, been under the ne-

cessity of watching graves to keep them

from being robbed.

It appears that a man named John

Baptiste has practiced robbing the dead

of their clothing in our graveyard dur-

ing some five years past. If you wish to

know what I think about it, I answer, I

am unable to think so low as to fully get

at such a mean, contemptible, damnable

trick. To hang a man for such a deed

would not begin to satisfy my feelings.

What shall we do with him? Shoot him?

No, that would do no good to anybody

but himself. Would you imprison him

during life? That would do nobody any

good. What I would do with him came

to me quickly, after I heard of the cir-

cumstance; this I will mention, before I

make other remarks. If it was left to

me, I would make him a fugitive and a

vagabond upon the earth. This would

be my sentence, but probably the people

will not want this done.

Many are anxious to know what ef-

fect it will have upon their dead who

have been robbed. I have three sisters in

the graveyard in this city, and two wives,

and several children, besides other con-

nections and near relatives. I have not

been to open any of their graves to see

whether they were robbed, and do not

mean to do so. I gave them as good

a burial as I could; and in burying our

dead, we all have made everything as

agreeable and as comfortable as we could

to the eye and taste of the people in their

various capacities, according to the best

of our judgments; we have done our duty

in this particular, and I for one am sat-

isfied. I will defy any thief there is on

the earth or in hell to rob a Saint of

one blessing. A thief may dig up dead

bodies and sell them for the dissecting

knife, or may take their raiment from

them, but when the resurrection takes

place, the Saints will come forth with all

the glory, beauty, and excellency of resur-

rected Saints clothed as they were when

they were laid away.

Some may inquire whether it is nec-

essary to put fresh linen into the coffins

of those who have been robbed of their

clothing. As to this you can pursue

the course that will give you the most

contentment and satisfaction; but if the

dead are laid away as well as they can

be, I will promise you that they will be

well clothed in the resurrection, for the

earth and the elements around it are full

of these things. All that is needed is

power to bring forth those things neces-

sary, as Jesus did when he fed the mul-

titude with a few loaves and fishes, per-

haps no more than would on ordinary oc-

casions feed six men; he organized the

elements around, and fed five thousand.

In the resurrection everything that is

necessary will be brought from the ele-

ments to clothe and to beautify the resur-

rected Saints, who will receive their re-

ward. I do not trouble myself about my

dead. If they are stripped of their cloth-

ing, I do not want to know it.

Some, I have been informed, can now

remember having had singular dreams,

and others have heard rappings on the

floor, on the bedstead, on the door, on the

table, &c., and have imagined that they

might have proceeded from the spirits of

the dead calling on their friends to give

them clothing, for they were naked. My

dead friends have not been to me to tell

me that they were naked, cold, &c.; and

if any such rappings should come to me, I

should tell them to go to their own place.

I have little faith in those rappings. If I

felt that I ought to pay attention to such

things, I would not, so to speak, let my

right hand know what my left did; and

it would require a greater power than

John Baptiste to make me believe either

a truth or a lie.


