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COVETOUSNESS—LABORS OF THE ELDERS—MISSION TO FORM
A SOUTHERN SETTLEMENT—GRUMBLING
DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, OCTOBER 20, 1861
Reported by J. V. Long

I regard it a distinguished privilege con-
ferred upon me, whenever I have the op-
portunity of arising in this congregation
and speaking to my brethren and sisters.
The Priesthood which the Lord has con-
ferred upon my head through his servant,
and which in his abundant mercy he has
enabled me thus far to magnify, is my joy,
my theme, and the thoughts and reflections
of my soul are how and by what means I
may in the best possible manner make hon-
orable all those blessings and ordinations
which have been conferred upon my head.
It is and ever has been, since I entered into
this Church, my desire to be found among
those who are valiant for the truch.

The light of the fulness of the everlasting
Gospel which, through the voice of the ser-
vants of God in the last days, called through
the instrumentality of Joseph Smith the
Prophet, has been caused to shine or to
glimmer in every part of the earth, gives me
joy. It is still shining forth, and has caught
the attention of thousands that are now
here in this Territory, and caused them
to come to Zion for the purpose of wor-
shipping God under the instruction of the
Prophets, that they might learn more fully
the mind and will of Heaven, and the ordi-
nances of the Gospel that are necessary for
the living and the dead.

“And it shall come to pass in the
last days,” saith the Prophet, “that
the mountain of the Lord’s house
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shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all nations shall flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”—
Isaiah, chap. 2, verses 2 and 3.

It is for this purpose that we may be
taught of the ways of the Lord, and that
we may walk in his paths that we have
gathered from almost every nation under
heaven.

It is well understood that the human race
have been traditioned to the utmost extreme
that tradition could possibly be impressed
in the human breast, in the practice of cov-
etousness, the worship of money, the love of
earthly goods, the desire to possess property,
to control wealth, has been planted in the
breast, soul, and heart of almost every man
in the world from generation to generation.
It has been the great ruling Deity, and the
object worshipped by the whole Christian
world. It has found its way into the pul-
pit, into the monastery, into the cloister,
and into every department of life. No man
seems to desire an office, or is called upon
to fulfil an office for the public good, but
the first thing to be considered is, What
will it pay? How much can we make? “Is
there money in it?” The god of this world

5/13/20 9:01 PM



