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has dominion over the souls of men to an

unlimited extent. Let an Elder go among

them to preach without purse or scrip,

and tell them so, and they will immedi-

ately say, "We can believe your religion

a great deal better than we can believe

that you come to preach without having

your salary paid. Why, the assumption is

ridiculous; do not think to stuff us with

such a doctrine as that."

With these traditions firmly im-

printed upon our minds we have been

gathered, and have brought along our

schooling and notions that we have im-

bibed while at school; but with all these

things we brought along a feeling in our

souls to build up Zion, and to be faith-

ful in all things so long as we remain in

this life, that we may inherit blessings in

the life which is to come. We came here

inspired with a feeling to awaken in our

breasts an unlimited desire to labor for

the building up of Zion, and this desire

exists in a great many Elders. Some of

the brethren have desired to go to dif-

ferent parts of the earth to preach the

Gospel, part of them for the sake of mak-

ing it a matter of profit: yes, men who

have been ordained to the Priesthood

will dare to ask howmuch they can make

of a Mission, when their business is to la-

bor for the building up of the kingdom of

God. This feeling of speculation has gone

so far as to engross the attention of men

in the ministry, so that wherever they

have gone they have levied grievous con-

tributions upon the people, and it seems

to have been the first thing about which

they have planned, and that every step

they have taken has been with a view

to a reward in gold! In some instances

the poor have been taxed, those to whom

the Gospel should have been preached

freely, without money and without price,

to furnish money to gratify the ambi-

tion that reigned in the breasts of certain

Elders; I hope they are not many, but

there are a few instances no doubt.

On the other hand, the Elders that

have remained at home ever since the

Church was driven from Jackson County,

and that have continued to farm and

perform different services at their busi-

ness, have not by any means been idle

spectators, but they have been pillars in

the Church. For as soon as the Church

was organized, Bishops, Councilors, and

Teachers were necessary to give counsel

and to preside in the temporal affairs of

the Church, thereby sustaining the king-

dom; and while these and many other El-

ders have not been conspicuous as Elders

traveling abroad, they have yet been pil-

lars at home in constructing and build-

ing up the kingdom of God on the earth.

While we take this into considera-

tion we will again review, for a moment,

the present acts of the Elders gener-

ally, for very few of the whole body of

the Elders can be pointed out as hav-

ing done a great work at a particular

place. What the world call having done

a great work, or big things, is somewhat

different from the kind of work that the

Elders in this Church are expected to

do. For instance, it is said that Saint

Patrick went to Ireland and banished all

the toads and frogs, and then converted

the whole of Ireland, and that he not only

converted the people, but the best of it

is that the greater part of them remain

firm to the faith of Catholicism until the

present day.

There are a few Elders who have

baptized their thousands, and an ac-

count may be found in the records of

the Church of some who have gone

on Missions and baptized their hun-

dreds; but as a general thing it is

hard to find but few who were very

distinguished in this respect. Con-

stant labor, diligence, and humility

may and does gather many; they are

baptized and receive the fulness of


