
here; we can get more wealth and get along 
faster if we stay here, than we can raising 
cotton in Washington County. And in 
fact a few of the brethren feel disheartened 
about going south to raise cotton, indigo, 
and such other articles as we cannot raise 
in this part of the Territory. A brother 
came into the office the other day and vol-
unteered to go south to the cotton coun-
try, then he came in the next day and said 
he had been too fast in volunteering, that 
he had not got sufficient clothes to wear. 
I told him that it was a great deal warmer 
in that country than it is in this, and con-
sequently he could do with less clothing. 
But he felt that he must go to work and 
get more clothing for his family before 
he could go. I replied that I considered 
the best thing he could do was to raise a 
quarter of an acre of cotton. I showed him 
some cloth that my wife had been spinning 
and weaving. Then he said his wife did not 
know how. I told him mine did not until 
she learned.

It has been my lot to take part in the 
starting of settlements in the southern por-
tion of this Territory; I have assisted in set-
tling the country from the cotton district 
in Washington County to Utah mountain. 
It used to be nearly as much work to get a 
man to go to Iron County as it was for Jetta 
Bunyan in the Pilgrim’s Progress to get 
poor Christians into heaven. When I got 
them started south, they would meet at ev-
ery settlement on the road, men who would 
discourage them by saying, “you are going 
to a poor country, Oh how I pity you, you 
will starve in that miserable country, here 
is a good piece of ground close by me, you 
had better stop, I can sell you all the grain 
you will want for seed and to eat; you are 
going away out of the world.” In this way 
hundreds of those who were counseled to 
go to the far south were stopped in Utah

County, or turned aside from fulfilling 
what was desired of them. When I led 
the first company to Parowan, some of 
the brethren insisted there was not grass 
enough to keep their cattle through the 
winter, when in reality there was an abun-
dance of feed for thousands of stock, and 
in a few weeks they hardly knew their own 
cattle, they had improved so much. These 
incidents have been a lesson to me, and I 
felt that I wanted to preach to the brethren 
upon the subject of going south. We are 
going down there to raise cotton, and the 
Presidency want men who are called to go 
upon this Mission to let it have their undi-
vided attention.

There are a few that have always allowed 
themselves the indulgence of whining and 
finding fault whenever they pleased. This is 
very wrong. A spirit to find fault is an en-
emy to your peace and comfort, and also to 
the happiness of those around you. It is a 
key to your destruction. It is so in our home 
affairs, when you go abroad and exercise 
this influence among the people you sow 
a spirit of dissension in the midst of Israel. 
If you have a portion of Priesthood upon 
you; you disgrace it in doing so. If you have 
been baptized for the remission of sins you 
dishonor that baptism in doing this. Some 
will grumble and quarrel, until they go into 
partnership with Satan to oppose the king-
dom, lose the spirit and deny the faith. It 
is Satan’s business to oppose the Saints, but 
those professing to be Saints should labor 
for the good of the kingdom of God.

The southern settlements were at first 
considered rather orderly, more so than 
some of those nearer this city, but in the 
spring of 1858, there was an influx from 
California of a large number of persons, 
who had gone there because they were 
not contented to live in this country, and  
who could not enjoy the liberty that
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