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THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL
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Reported by J. V. Long

I rise before you this morning, my
friends and brethren, to preach to you
the everlasting Gospel, for as my calling
has been for the last quarter of a century
to proclaim this Gospel, I have always en-
deavored to do my duty both before you
and others, here and in many other places.

Before I came here this morning I was
thinking what shall I say to the brethren
and sisters, if called upon to speak, and
after a moment’s reflection, I said, I will
preach the Gospel, and when brother
Kimball called upon me to address you,
he said, “Brother Parley, we want you to
preach the Gospel to us.”

The Gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, is the only system whereby
man can be saved, and his being the only
name whereby we can approach our Father
in Heaven with acceptance, the only name
in which remissions of sins can be ob-
tained, and the only name whereby man
can have power over unclean spirits, over
devils, over diseases, over the elements, and
over everything this side the celestial king-
dom and its influences; it is of the highest
importance, therefore, that this message of
life should be declared to all the world.

This Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
was once born in Bethlehem, cruci-
fied on Calvary, risen again from the
dead, and having ascended to his
Father and to our Father to lead cap-
tivity captive and give gifts unto men,
his name has become the only name

JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd 204

under heaven through which man may be
saved, receive everlasting life and exalta-
tion; it is the only name by which man can
get remission of sins, the gift of the Holy
Spirit and all its attendant blessings; it is
the only name by which we may approach
our Father in heaven and invoke his bless-
ings—the only name by which we may
control disease and the very elements by
the power of his Spirit and the authority of
his Priesthood.

This same Jesus, after having risen from
the dead, after having received all power
in heaven and on the earth, gave a mis-
sion to his Apostles, Peter and others, to
go into all the world, preach the Gospel to
every creature, baptize them in the name
of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
and gave commandments that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached
in his name in all the world, beginning at
Jerusalem.

Having given these commandments and
instructed his Apostles that they should
teach all things whatsoever he command-
ed, he ascended up on high and took his
seat upon the right hand of God his father,
and he then shed forth the gift of the Holy
Ghost and bestowed gifts upon men.

Those Apostles began at Jerusalem to per-
form the duties of their Mission, for it had
been said that they should tarry there until
they were endowed with power from on high;
and after receiving this power they stood

forth and preached to the people on the day
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