
call. To express it in language more appro-
priate than any other, perhaps, the promise 
of the Holy Ghost is to wherever the Lord 
sends forth a revelation, wherever he makes 
proclamation of the Gospel, wherever he 
commissions men and sends forth the keys 
of the kingdom of God, and authorizes 
men to administer those ordinances in his 
name; it matters not whether in Judea or 
America, or whether it be in Samaria or 
England, whether to the heathen, the Jew, 
or the refined philosopher, it matters not 
whether we apply it to ancient days or 
modern times, wherever the Almighty God 
or Jesus Christ, his son, sees fit to reveal the 
fulness of the Gospel, and the keys of the 
eternal Priesthood, and the ministration of 
angels, there the promise contained in the 
Gospel was to hold good, and the nation 
or people obeying that call should receive 
remission of sins in his name, in obedience 
to his Gospel, and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit of promise—the Holy Ghost which 
is the gift of prophecy and revelation, and 
also included many other gifts.

Is that Gospel any less true because it 
was revealed to Mormon, and was preached 
by him? Is that truth any less true because 
it has been hid up in the earth, inscribed 
upon plates, and has come forth and been 
translated in this age of the world? Was 
not that Gospel as good when preached to 
the Nephites in America, as it was when 
preached to the Jews in Palestine?

And if as good why not write it? And 
if good enough to be preached and writ-
ten, why not have those writings and read 
them, and rejoice in the spirit and truths 
they contain?

Rejoice, because it swells the heart, ex-
pands the mind, gives a more enlarged view 
of God’s dealings and mercies, shows them 
to be extended to all extent, published in 
different countries and upon different conti-

nents, revealed to one nation as well as an-
other; in short, it gives a man that feeling 
when he contemplates the bearing and ex-
tent of that Gospel, it gives a man a feel-
ing which affords joy and satisfaction to 
the soul, it gives a man that feeling which 
angels had when they sung in the ears of 
the shepherds of Judea—“We bring you 
glad tidings of great joy which shall be in 
a few countries, and to a few people?” No; 
that was not the song, though they were 
singing to those who had a few traditions 
in their families, which they had received 
from their forefathers.

The shepherds were astonished, and 
well they might be, and they brought ev-
erybody to this text throughout the whole 
of Judea. Still those angels were honest 
enough to sing the whole truth, notwith-
standing the Jews looked upon all Gentiles 
as dogs, and I think I hear the shepherds 
saying, “that brought glad tidings to every-
body—to these dogs?” Still the angels, a 
choir of them, were bold enough to sing—
“We bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people! ”

What a big saying for Jewish shep-
herds! Why, they must have enlarged their 
hearts, and wondered at this very strange 
news. Why Peter had hardly got his heart 
sufficiently enlarged to believe these glad 
tidings many years after they were pro-
claimed, although he had preached so 
much.

It swelled by degrees, and contracted 
again I suppose, and at last he had to have 
a vision, and a sheet let down from heaven, 
and things shown him, and explained to 
him over and over again, to get him to re-
alize the truth of the glad tidings sung by 
angels at the birth of the Savior.

It  was showing so much;  i t  was  
too broad a platform, such a bound- 
less ocean of mercy! It was making
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