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I have only a few remarks that I

wish to make this morning, and they will

chiefly relate to our practical and imme-

diate duties.

We amuse and enjoy ourselves a

great deal in this Territory, in dancing

and in other amusements. I am as fond

of amusement as any person, and love

to see others enjoy rational amusement

in its season. I have this to comfort

me; in all our assemblies for amuse-

ment this winter, I have not seen or

heard anything that has seriously an-

noyed my feelings. The people have been

very civil, and have conducted them-

selves discreetly and as Saints, as far as

I know.

I have now a request to make of the

people, through their Bishops, that dur-

ing the coming week we bring our danc-

ing parties to a close and prepare to at-

tend to matters of greater importance, as

the winter is drawing to a close, and the

season for business is approaching. In a

few weeks from now, we intend to give

the people a few evenings entertainment

in our new theater, which will not be en-

tirely finished; after which, as the spring

opens, we shall attend to preparing ma-

terial for building our Temple, to gather-

ing the poor, to farming and gardening,

to building and fencing, &c.

The exhortation we have heard this

morning is good, just, and true. We

can gather much from it, touching

the evidences of the Gospel. Upon

this point the people, in many in-

stances, do not understand themselves,

they forsake the Gospel, turn away from

the holy commandments, and turn to

fables. It is very remarkable, though

true, that some persons who profess to

be intelligent beings are never easy un-

less they are in pain, nor happy un-

less they are miserable. When they are

comfortable, well fed, and clothed, have

good health, and the society of the just,

comparatively speaking they must pinch

themselves, or stick pins and needles

into themselves, in order to feel happier

when the pain has ceased. This is mar-

velous to me.

It is disgraceful for a member of this

community to turn away from the truth.

When a person receives the truth, has

a knowledge of the things of God, is in-

structed with regard to his position rel-

ative to the heavens, he knows a great

deal; and it is astonishing to me that

there is power enough among the wicked

on earth and among devils in hell to turn

such a soul away from righteousness. A

few in our community seem to be in their

glory when they are doing wrong, though

this portion is comparatively very small.

We do not see in our community quite

so much drunkenness as heretofore, nor

so many gambling shops, but how long

this improved state of things will remain

I know not. For a few weeks we have also

had a respite from marauding thieves.

Are the people righteous and pure


