CLOSING OF AMUSEMENTS, ETC.

enough in heart not to turn to fables
when they are presented to them? Not to
commit iniquity when they are tempted?
Not to join hands with the ungodly when
the ungodly are here to take them by
the hand? If we have attained to that
power, that Satan and all his forces will
fail to turn us away from the holy com-
mandments of the Lord Jesus, we never
again will be afflicted through the power
of the wicked. When we are tried by af-
flictions we are apt to forsake the faith
of Christ, and then the wicked are per-
mitted to bear rule over us; then unrigh-
teousness surrounds us, and the influ-
ence of Satan and of hell prevails in our
midst.

Have we yet to endure affliction as we
have at the hands of our enemies, the
ungodly Gentiles? Have we again to see
armies here? And again be driven from
our homes? Have we to be visited with
pestilence, famine, and earthquake? Is
all this necessary? If our hearts are pure
we shall never see any of those afflic-
tions poured out upon this people, from
this time henceforth; on the contrary, the
Lord delights to bless such a people until
there is not room to receive more. Still in
our afflictions we will not complain, for
the Lord has his own way of training his
people. How joyful my heart would be if
the people would receive the Gospel, if
they would understand it as they under-
stand their daily avocations.

Yet, when I realize that God dwells
in the midst of eternal burnings, that
everything must be pure and holy that
comes into his presence; that he has
marked out in the Gospel the path for
the believer to walk in to attain to
holiness, and that no man or woman
can receive the Gospel without hum-
bling themselves before the Lord, forsak-
ing their sins, and receiving the Holy
Spirit, it is a matter of joy to me that
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unholy beings are thereby prohibited
from entering into his presence. No un-
hallowed or unclean thing can enter the
heavenly abode of the righteous; and it
is beyond the capacity of man to make a
safer place than that which God has pre-
pared for the righteous. Jesus, in consid-
eration of this, said, "Lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through and
steal." Let us bind to heaven all that is
near and dear unto us, and if our trea-
sures are there, there also will our affec-
tions be.

It is thirty years the 15th day of next
April (though it has accidentally been
recorded and printed the fourteenth)
since I was baptized into this Church,
and in that time I have gained quite an
experience. I will tell you a little of it,
though I will first make a few remarks
touching ourselves as a people. We are
prone to do wrong, or, as the preacher
has recorded—"Yea, also the heart of the
sons of men is full of evil, and madness
is in their heart while they live, and af-
ter that they go to the dead." We are mer-
chants, speculators, traders, and love the
best end of a bargain. We delight to talk
about our neighbors. "Oh, how I delight
to go over to such a house to see that sis-
ter, she is so sociable, so full of chit-chat,
and knows everything that is going on."
And thus they meet to bereave the char-
acters of their neighbors, and there is not
an evil that can be imagined but what
will be told. After they have finished
their chatting, backbiting, and slander-
ing, they conclude it all by apologizing—
"Really, sister, I do not know, but I have
said more than I ought, but let us pass
it over, you know we are all brethren



