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and sisters." Again, says one brother in

the Church to another, "Well, we had

a good time last evening, we enjoyed

ourselves pretty well. It is true we

got drunk, and it is not quite right to

get drunk. My head ached this morn-

ing, and I feel a little sorry that we in-

dulged so far." Another has indulged too

much in making liquor, and in putting

the deadly draught to his neighbor's lips.

Another has indulged too much in swear-

ing. Another is troubled because he has

indulged in taking the advantage of his

neighbor in a trade, and, to make a cent,

has cheated the simple and good-hearted

who trusted in him. Another has stolen

a little, or done this and that wrong; and

all are apt to excuse themselves under

the plea of the weaknesses of human na-

ture.

Now, I come to my own experience

and say—there is not an individual here

but what has power, and God has given

it to him, to drink whiskey or let it alone,

to swear or not swear, to lie or not lie, de-

ceive or not deceive, cheat and take ad-

vantage of a neighbor or not do so, slan-

der and backbite a brother or a sister or

not. This power is our own individual

property, and we shall be brought into

judgment for the manner in which we

use it, and for all our actions in the flesh.

Thirty years' experience has taught me

that every moment of my life must be

holiness to the Lord, resulting from eq-

uity, justice, mercy, and uprightness in

all my actions, which is the only course

by which I can preserve the Spirit of the

Almighty to myself. What is your expe-

rience? It is the same as my own. You

cannot constantly be sinning a little and

repenting, and retain the Spirit of the

Lord as your constant companion. My

experience up to this time, has been to

do as I would that others should do unto

me, under like circumstances; and, if I

understand myself, there is not a man or

woman on the face of this earth that I

have dealt with contrary to this rule, and

this practice I have continued each day.

When Monday morning breaks upon

the eyes of the people, they must be as

faithful to God and righteousness as they

are here when partaking of the sacra-

ment, or lose the Spirit of the Lord. We

have no permission to sin for one mo-

ment. You may ask me if I ever do wrong.

I answer—yes, like everybody else, ow-

ing to the weakness of the flesh; but if

I do wrong knowingly, then I sin. When

this people can live and never do a wrong

knowingly, if they should sin in their ig-

norance, God will freely forgive that sin,

if they are ready to repent when it is

made known to them and refrain from

it in the future. Let us live in this way

and the kingdom is ours. It is the king-

dom of God with us, or nothing. It is in

our possession, and God will have a peo-

ple that will preserve it inviolate. There

may be some in our midst who do not

honor the character of our religion, yet

the Lord will preserve his kingdom.

There are some who wish to regain

the Spirit of the Lord they have lost, and

others desire to go on a Mission to get

that Spirit. My advice to all such persons

is—so live daily that all the light of God's

Spirit given to you will be preserved in

you and increase from day to day, un-

til you become perfect in your sphere as

our Father in heaven is perfect. This is

my experience. We cannot believe any

truth that exists in all the eternities of

the Gods that is not embraced in our holy

religion, commonly called "Mormonism."

It incorporates every truth that has been

known, is known, and will be known,

in all the eternities past, and in all

the eternities to come; in short, it is

eternal truth upon which the throne


