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their families for several years at a time,

but now the key is turned to the seed of

Israel, they are right here in our midst

scattered abroad among these moun-

tains. "What," says one, "preach the

Gospel of Jesus Christ to these natives?"

Yes, God has determined that seeing the

Gentiles count themselves unworthy of

eternal life, he will through the instru-

mentality of his servants cause salvation

to go to Israel in the mountains, and ful-

fil the promises which weremade to their

fathers hundreds of years ago. When

you see the servitude in which the poor

of mankind are kept in the various na-

tions, and the privations, abominations,

and oppression that grind down the in-

habitants of the earth, does it not make

us feel for them? And to whom can they

look for deliverance? They never will

find it but through the instrumentality of

this people, for into their hand the king-

dom is given nevermore to be destroyed,

but it will spread and increase until all

have had an opportunity of receiving the

truth in all nations. And those that will

not keep the commandments of God will

feel his chastening rod, for he will purify

and cleanse the earth that it may be pre-

pared for the coming of Christ.

The kingdom of God will remain upon

the earth, and the holy Priesthood will

rest down upon these our neighbors as

well as we, and the keys of power will

remain with this people forever and be

used for their redemption, for this is the

decree of the Almighty. If we do not do

our duty as a people we shall be chas-

tened and whipped until we learn obe-

dience. Then, I say, that it is for us

to work to build up his kingdom, what-

ever we are instructed to do, that we

should perform at all times and listen

to the counsels of his servants what-

ever may be the consequences. Yes,

brethren, the time is at hand when

we are and shall be required to put forth

our hands and do a great work upon the

earth, and the dead branches must be

cut off in order that there may be room

for the kingdom of God to grow. We see

the judgments of God spreading among

the nations of the earth, and what are

our feelings? My feelings are, that it

is according to the prophecies of those

men who were inspired in days that are

gone. Well, do I delight in seeing the

wicked destroyed? No, I do not; but I

delight in seeing the righteous get what

they look for, happiness and eternal life.

Is it a benefit for the wicked portion of

mankind to live or to die and go down to

the grave? It is better for the people to go

down to the grave than to live upon the

earth; when the principles of salvation

are offered to the world, it is better that

they should cease to live than bring thou-

sands of posterity into the world who

will like themselves do wickedly, for the

wicked and the ungodly of the earth will

not receive the Gospel of Christ, and the

earth is bound to be cleansed that there

may be room for the righteous to live,

for a holy and righteous generation to

be raised up and the name of God hon-

ored among men. These are my feelings

upon that subject. And it will be just so

with us, we will be under greater con-

demnation than any other people if we

neglect our duties, because we have re-

ceived the Priesthood of God, and have

learned what is right and what is wrong.

How many of our brethren now present,

before the light of revelation came, felt

as we do now? Would we not have given

anything in the world that we possessed

to have had the privilege of listening

to the teachings we have had this day?

We were then like the blind groping for

the wall, and all we had to do was to

walk by the little light we could get.

We were then filled with traditions of


