REMARKS ON BEHALF OF THE INDIANS

prophesied of in tongues years ago when
in the meetings of the Saints; even the
sisters used to predict that their husbands
would go and instruct the Lamanites in all
the habits and customs of civilization that
we as a people understand. These things
used to be talked of years ago, and now
we are here right amongst them, the Lord
has thrown us into their society, and they
are a dark, loathsome, and forbidding
people, and they live around us in a wild
uncultivated state, in these mountains and
valleys, and I have proved them, some of
them to have partaken of the proper spir-
it, and many of them begin to feel well.
I have heard men prophesy in the early
part of this Church, that in 25 years Jesus
would come to reign upon the earth, and
that in that time all would be wound up,
and hence they were going to redeem
Israel in the mountains and wind all up
in a short time, but I have desired to have
our Lamanite brethren brought to under-
standing, and come and be united with us
in the covenant of peace and salvation—to
see them learn the arts of civilization and
quit their habits of blood and murder; I
wish to see them learn the truth, come
and be a white and delightsome people.
All these ideas and feelings seemed to be
given up years ago, but by and by the Lord
threw us into a position where we could be
tested and proved, and how do we feel and
act? I ought to touch a few points which I
consider most extravagant in the conduct
of the Latter-day Saints. Some people, for
instance, when the Lamanites come to
their houses will call out, “here, be off, we
do not want to see you, go away.” These
natives come to their houses, dark, dirty,
and miserable it is true, but they come
like little children, but the brethren and
sisters order them off, literally throw
them away. And I have seen them go to
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other places and the people would com-
mence their jokes upon them, and making
a good deal of freedom with them. Well,
both these things I have laid aside as be-
ing spurious and not good. According to
our faith, there is a right way and one only,
and if any people can split hairs this people
can, and do most assuredly about the right
way to deal with these poor loathsome
creatures. Oh, says one family, “we do
not want them in here, we cannot do with
them in our houses, upon our beds, or on
our floors which have been cleaned.” There
have been times that I have had them with
me in my house and have made a good fire
to warm them, and I would shake hands
with them and tell them that I liked them,
and that the great Spirit liked them as well
as I did. They will come to beg and say,
“we want to get wheat to feed upon,” then
I would reply that “I wanted it for my
‘papooses,” I would be glad to do it, but
I have many ‘papooses’ and cannot spare
any.” Treat them courteously, and do not
let any kind of remarks fall from your lips
that will make them believe that you want
to sauce them, and on the other hand, do
not use any freedom with them, take no
step to make them believe that you are
their enemy, but show that you are their
friend by your kindness and liberality to
them. I have always treated them well, and
now many of them come into my house,
and they make no particular ado, neither
do I with them, but I am strict, I use no
freedom; I forbid my boys scuffling or jok-
ing with them, and if they ask for a thing
that I have not got, I tell them kindly,
and then they will walk away, but they
will come again another day. By acting
in this way when they ask for anything
and I tell them that I have not got it,
they believe me, because they have
had no occasion to disbelieve me. I do
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