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with comfortably. We have had our share
of trouble in times past, and I think the
Scriptures say that judgment shall begin at
the house of God, and if so where will the
wicked and ungodly appear?

When we think of the trouble that is
likely to overtake this nation, as well as
others, it is calculated to create a sympa-
thetic feeling in the bosoms of all who re-
flect. For some weeks past I have been re-
viewing the events current in the nation,
and I have felt a great deal of commisera-
tion, and especially lately. I have thought
that I have discovered a disposition not to
yield to the truth, nor to admit anything
more than circumstances actually compel
them to, at least there is a disposition to
withhold what would be called justice and
equity to us as a people. If there is a ces-
sation of open hostilities against us, it is
not for want of a disposition, but owing
to the peculiar situation in which they are
placed relative to each other, and the bitter
animosity and feeling that have sprung up
among themselves, which for the time be-
ing divert their attention from us.

Under these circumstances, seeing that
justice and judgment have to go forth, if
trouble must come, I would a great deal
rather that they should war with one an-
other than with us, and see them spend
their strength one against another than
to see them engaged in exhausting and
wasting their strength upon this people.
Looking upon things in this point of view,
I feel perfectly satisfied with the events that
are transpiring; and if I did not, I could not
help it.

The people of this nation are evidently
bent upon their own destruction, and they
are full of enmity, hatred, war, and blood-
shed. To all human appearance, it would
seem that they will not stop short of the
entire destruction of this great nation. In
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the language of one of old who uttered this
singular prophetic declaration I will say,
“They are drunken, but not with wine;
they stagger, but not with strong drink.”
They have neglected righteousness, justice,
and truth for years that are past and gone;
they have allowed the honest, the virtuous,
the just, and the true-hearted to be abused
and afflicted, and they have winked and
mocked at their sufferings; and not only so,
but they have unblushingly used their force
and strength to bring about the destruc-
tion of God’s people. They have, however,
failed in all their attempts to crush out the
kingdom of God, because the Almighty
has protected his people; but they will not
fail when they make their attacks upon one
another. When the potsherds of the earth
strive with the potsherds of the earth, and
God does not interfere, they will be more
likely to accomplish the destruction of each
other. They have been using their energies
against the Saints of the Most High; they
have cast us out, sought to destroy and
root us out from the earth; but there was
a God who was watching over the inter-
ests of his people. There was a Being that
their philosophy and theology knew noth-
ing about, a Being whose eyes were open to
see, and whose ears listened to the cries of
his people. When the full time for deliver-
ance arrives, he stretches forth his hand and
we are preserved, and we come out from
the difficulties and trials unscathed. This
we have done, supported by the hand of
Jehovah; and this will be done again should
we be placed in circumstances to require it.

But now things with us are assuming a
different aspect, and our friends also in the
east are being placed in a different condition
from that which they had anticipated. They
have the same God to apply to in the North
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