
the world, and pray that he may give us a 
knowledge of the plan of salvation that we 
may become saviors to our fellow beings. 
This is the position that we ought to oc-
cupy in relation to these matters, standing 
in holy places, full of the light and intel-
ligence that flows from the throne of God, 
seeking to cultivate every noble and exalted 
principle that has been made known unto 
us, and striving to walk worthy of that high 
vocation wherewith we are called.

I will tell you how I feel—I feel thank-
ful to the God of Israel that he has granted 
me the privilege of being associated with 
this people, and with this Priesthood. I 
do not fret myself much about North or 
South, or any other nation, they are all in 
the hands of God; I care nothing for the 
glory and pomp of the world, it is all as 
so many bubbles, and it is destined to de-
struction. But I do care about principles 
that reach back, and that reach forward to 
eternity, that give me the privilege of draw-
ing light, truth, and intelligence from that 
Being who gives this and all other worlds 
all the light and intelligence they enjoy, 
and who is prepared to give and impart it 
to his people as fast as they are capable of 
receiving and improving upon it. I feel a 
strong desire also to bring my body into 
subjection to the law of God, and to live in 
obedience to all its requirements, for I feel 
that I am called to a high and holy calling, 
and that I would not exchange my position 
for any position of power, or emoluments 
that man can bestow upon the face of the 
earth. These are my feelings in regard to 
my position, and in regard to the great 
blessings that God has conferred upon me, 
and upon this people. What has he done 
for us? He has taken us from the darkness  
with which the world are enshrouded, and 
has imparted to us the Holy Ghost by the

laying on of hands; he has given us the gifts 
of the Spirit, a knowledge of ourselves, a 
knowledge of God, a knowledge of the 
position that we occupy before him, a 
knowledge of the past and of the future, so 
that we can look back and see the designs 
of God in the great works he performed 
in the remote ages of the world; we can 
look abroad and see the movements of the 
Great Jehovah in the midst of the nations, 
and if we are enlightened by his Spirit and 
cultivate the blessings he has conferred, 
we can look forward to the unborn future 
and see the purposes of God unfolding in 
the world, not only on the establishment 
of the kingdom of God, but its future de-
velopment and triumph. And while we see, 
and feel, and comprehend in part, in rela-
tion to these matters it causes joy to beam 
upon our countenances and fills our hearts 
with rejoicing. In regard to the events that 
are transpiring, they are only just the kind 
that we have been anticipating for many 
years past. I knew as much as twenty-five 
years ago that these events would transpire, 
and I had just as much assurance of it as I 
have today. It is only a matter of time; then 
I foresaw and now I see the things passing 
along. We stand here as the representatives 
of God upon the earth, and do you think 
he will forsake us and the earth on which 
we dwell? No. What has he been doing? 
He has been planting the germ of truth 
in the earth for the last thirty years, and it 
has begun to sprout, to bud, to blossom, 
and to extend from nation to nation; it has 
taken root in the hearts of many honest 
men and women who have within them 
a strong and unwavering desire to fulfil  
their destiny upon the earth, and to ac-
complish the work which the Almighty has 
given them to do. What! Accomplish the 
work of God with all our weaknesses and
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