
infirmities? Yes, for he has promised to as-
sist us by the power of his Spirit, to reward 
us a hundredfold in this world and give us 
life everlasting in that which is to come. 
The same gifts, powers and qualifications 
that followed the Gospel anciently are 
made manifest now, through obedience. It 
is for us then to purify ourselves, yes, every 
man, woman, and child, to seek after the 
right way, to feel after the Lord our God, 
to humble ourselves before him, and be 
thankful to the great God of Israel for all 
that we are permitted to enjoy.

We are glad, say some, that we are not 
in the States. I do not care much about it, 
for if I am called upon to go abroad wheth-
er in peace or war, if that be my calling all 
is well; although in the world we ought 
not to be of the world. We have some-
times to dwell among wars, famine, and 
pestilence, but what has that to do with 
it if we are magnifying our callings? We 
have truly reason to be thankful that we 
are here, that we dwell in peace, that our 
families are here, that our wives and chil-
dren are here, and that we are hid up for a 
little season. It is a great temporal blessing 
that we can worship God according to the 
dictates of our own consciences, none dar-
ing to make us afraid. We can cultivate our 
farms and gardens, and at the same time 
enjoy our religion. What is time to us as 
Elders of Israel? What difference does it 
make to us, so long as we are engaged in 
the service of God, whether there be peace 
or war? We are in possession of the prin-
ciples of eternal life, we are engaged in the 
work of the Lord here upon the earth, and 
whether it places us in difficulty, in dan-
ger, or in prosperity, it matters but very 
little if we understand correct principles, 
for we have commenced to live forever. 
We have, or ought to have, drunk of the 
well, of which Jesus spoke when conversing

with the woman of Samaria, which affords 
water that springs up into everlasting life. 
These are about my feelings in reference to 
our trials, privations, and also our prosper-
ity. What is your life? What does it matter 
whether we die today, this week, or next 
year, so long as we are engaged in the work 
of God? The principles we have laid hold 
of are principles of eternal life, and wheth-
er we die today, or next week, or whether 
it is forty years hence, what does it mat-
ter so long as we are faithful to the callings 
whereunto the Lord has called us.

The two parties in the States are mus-
tering their forces, each party believing 
that the other is in the wrong. We have 
given ourselves up to the Lord, and have 
been mustered into the service of the Great 
Jehovah. We have engaged to assist in 
building up the kingdom of God upon the 
earth, to help to establish the principles of 
truth and righteousness and to carry out 
the provisions of the law of God in every 
circumstance of life. This is the position 
that we occupy; we are minutemen, if you 
please, ready for anything that may tran-
spire, and as to the future result it does 
not trouble us at all, that is in the hands 
of our God. If we are called to lay down 
our bodies now, or in thirty or forty years, 
it makes little or no difference, inasmuch 
as we are faithful and keep the command-
ments of God. I feel like putting my house 
in order and seeing that everything is right 
there; then I can say, like David of old, 
who exclaimed, “Search me and prove me, 
O God, and see if there is any wickedness 
in me.”

If I am clothed with the spirit of my 
office and calling, filled with this power 
of God, and am ready to accomplish the 
Mission which the Almighty has called me 
to perform, I am simply doing my duty, 
this is what is wanted today, to be on hand,
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