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It is often remarked that we do not

understand things alike, but I am of the

opinion that the inhabitants of the earth

understand in the spirit, or, in other

words, in the intelligent portion of their

organisms, nearer alike than they have

power to communicate.

We believe we are entitled to the

gift of the Holy Ghost in extent accord-

ing to the discretion and wisdom of God

and our faithfulness; which gift brings

all things to our remembrance, past,

present, and to come, that are necessary

for us to know, and as far as our minds

are prepared to receive the knowledge of

God revealed by that all-wise Agent. The

Holy Ghost is God's minister, and is del-

egated to visit the sons and daughters of

men. All intelligent beings pertaining to

this earth are instructed from the same

source.

In the New Testament and Book of

Mormon, we learn that when the Gospel

is preached the people are taught to be-

lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, to re-

pent of their sins, be baptized for the

remission of sin, and receive the Holy

Ghost by the laying on of hands; the

Holy Ghost is then the special gift of

the Father, and is his minister. He

also gives intelligence by angels, as

well as by the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit, and by opening the minds of the

Saints to behold in vision things as they

are in eternity. When true doctrines

are advanced, though they may be new

to the hearers, yet the principles con-

tained in them are perfectly natural

and easy to be understood, so much so

that the hearers often imagine that they

had always known them. This arises

from the influence of the Spirit of Truth

upon the spirit of intelligence that is

within each person. The influence that

comes from heaven is all the time teach-

ing the children of men. "There is a

spirit in man: and the inspiration of the

Almighty giveth them understanding."

Again, "The spirit of man is the candle of

the Lord, searching all the inward parts

of the belly." Again, "How oft is the can-

dle of the wicked put out!" We have noth-

ing independent of the Almighty. We

preach, we hear, and we are instructed.

We try to so live as to gain more infor-

mation, more light, more command over

ourselves, and more influence and power

to increase the good and discourage the

evil, until we can comprehend the great

principles of existence and eternal pro-

gression.

We should be more happy, if we could

more successfully carry into effect the

knowledge we now have. The Lord

said, "Let there be light: and there was

light." The Council in heaven said let

there be an earth, and let there be a

firmament above and beneath it, and it

was so. They said let there be heat

and cold, and it was so. They said let

there be spring and summer, autumn

and winter, and it was so. We can

say let the people be clothed, and they


