
POWER GIVEN TO MAN TO CREATE. 255

are clothed; let them be warmed, and

they are warmed; let them be housed,

and they are housed. If we put forth the

ability God has given us, we can bring

forth the very things we say shall come.

If we say let there be wool, or let there be

flax, they will come; if we say let there be

iron, steel, brass, or any other metal we

need, it will come. If we say let there be

cotton and woolen yarn and let them be

made into cloth, it will be done. The Lord

said let there be an earth, let there be

light to light it, let there be seas and dry

land, air, rocks, trees, fruits, and shrubs

of all kinds, grasses and flowers, and

vines that yield fruit above the ground

and in the ground, for the use of man and

beast, and it was so; but all these pro-

ductions come according to natural prin-

ciples. Man is surrounded by those pro-

ductive principles, and is endowed with

power to act upon them; and according to

the amount of intelligence he possesses

and the labor he expends are the produc-

tive results.

This people are increasing in the wis-

dom which cometh from God, and their

power to organize the crude elements

around them into the necessaries of life

is in ratio to their increase of intelligence

and application of labor. In this way we

ought to understand these great prin-

ciples. We need not seek for a revela-

tion to know how to make cloth, when

the mode is plainly marked before our

eyes. Sheep produce a textile material,

and how to make it into cloth has been

known time out of mind; we can raise

sheep in abundance. I do not look for

power from the heavens that will pro-

duce for us wool, cloth, iron, food, or any-

thing we need, without being made with

hands. We should understand what is re-

quired of us to sustain ourselves.

It was observed this morning, that

the teachings the people are con-

stantly receiving are of a temporal char-

acter, and I should think that, if such

teachings were carried into practice by

them, spiritual blessings would be at-

tained through temporal means. It is all

of God. "The earth is the Lord's and the

fulness thereof; the world, and they that

dwell therein." "Of old hast thou laid the

foundation of the earth: and the heavens

are the work of thy hands." The moun-

tains, valleys, and plains, all the wealth

of precious metals hid in their bosoms,

all the teeming fulness of vegetable pro-

ductions, and all animal existences in

their endless variety are the Lord's. All

that can be produced from the soil by

the ingenuity and industry of man is the

Lord's. The Lord has given the earth to

the children of men, that by the union of

mind and matter, inspired and directed

by the power of the eternal Priesthood,

all may be made subject to the Great

Supreme of the universe. It is our duty

individually as well as our privilege,

to learn how to dispose of the earthly

wealth we may possess, to the glory of

him who has permitted us to hold it, for

in temporal blessings honestly obtained

and wisely placed to their legitimate use

are concealedmines of spiritual and eter-

nal wealth. If we magnify and make

honorable this temporal existence, by

the practice of every good and righteous

principle that comes within our knowl-

edge, we honor and magnify that spiri-

tual existence, and that heavenly intelli-

gence, which the Father of all has placed

within us. This is the way to increase in

temporal and spiritual wealth. If we pur-

sue diligently this path, there is not the

least danger of any persons being lost,

but they will be prepared to inherit af-

ter death a more glorious and heavenly

sphere than they now dwell in.

I know that the great majority of

mankind, who are created for a noble


