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should use the rod of correction suffi-

ciently to teach that child better. Why

not in the same way, institute a proper

and salutary correction over the rebel-

lious spirit that at times arises in the hu-

man breast? Why not govern and control

the appetite, that it may be subject to the

law of Christ? But how is it? Why, "I

must have some tobacco, if I am damned

for it." Or, "I must have a cup of tea, if

I am damned for it." Or, "I must have

this or that, if I should have to go to

hell for it." It is like saying to our Heav-

enly Father, "I will not mind you, I will

not obey your commandments, but I will

have my own way and follow the bent of

my own inclinations; my appetite shall

be nursed and pampered, though it be

at the expense of your displeasure." In-

stead of pursuing this course, listen to

that Spirit God has given to all, which

teaches the right and how to avoid the

wrong, and say to appetite, to disposi-

tion, to temper, to the whole man, you

must do as I command you; I am an offi-

cer, a general in the army of Christ and I

will be obeyed.

Every man and woman is called to

the same office; let us magnify it, and ex-

ert a mighty influence over this organi-

zation, and rise up in the strength of the

great I Am, and by the power of his eter-

nal Priesthood, command every power,

every pulse of our natures to be subject

to the law of God and truth, and not suf-

fer this low, sinful, groveling, dark, be-

nighted, cursed spirit we have received

from the fall to bear rule in us. All per-

sons who suffer themselves thus to be

ruled, disgrace themselves and do not

honor the being God has given them. If

men are ruled by the power, principles,

and righteousness of the Holy Priest-

hood, they will find themselves in pos-

session of all the wisdom they need to

meet every emergency of this changing

existence, and all they require to con-

quer the world, the flesh, and the Devil.

How very far the inhabitants of the

earth live short of their privileges! How

far they live beneath the blessings the

Lord has in store for them! Is it not more

or less so with us as individuals and as a

community, who profess to be the friends

of God? We live far short of the bless-

ings the Lord has in store for us. When

the visions of our minds are opened, we

can then more fully realize this truth.

And again, when the vision is closed up

we are found, as a general thing, doing

the best we know how, and we may be

considered pretty good men and women.

This is true, yet there is an eternity of

knowledge before us to learn.

It is as much as I can do with all the

power I have with the heavens and with

the Latter-day Saints to say, let there

be a carding machine in this Territory,

and it is done; to say, let there be a nail

factory in this Territory, and it is here.

Again, all that has been said, and all the

praying that has been done, and all the

faith that has been exercised, and all the

combination and union of effort among

the Saints have not brought to pass one

say of the President's in regard to iron;

he said, let there be iron, but there is no

iron yet. Brother Wells has told you the

reason, this morning. A man says, "I am

going to make iron, and I will have the

credit of making the first iron in the Ter-

ritory. I will have the credit of knowing

how to flux the ore that is found in these

regions, and bringing out the metal in

abundance, or no other man shall." Now,

the beauty and glory of this kind of pro-

ceeding is the blackest of darkness, and

its comeliness as deformity.

We have said, let there be a card-

ing machine, and it is here. Let there

be sheep, and there are sheep; wool,

and it is here; and now who will say

let there be flax and then produce it?

Let there be linen cloth, and then pro-

duce it by means of the power and


