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ability we possess? We know how to

perform this labor, and how to produce

this material. There are brethren be-

fore me who know how to make as good

linen cloth as was ever manufactured in

any country. It is so with other things.

By-and-by, somebody will say, let there

be silk, and silk will be produced here.

All we have to do is to grow the mul-

berry tree, import the eggs of the silk-

worm, and apply the skill that is already

in our possession, and we can produce

an abundance of sewing silk, silk dress

patterns, silk vesting, and anything we

need in the shape of silk drapery. Silk is

in the elements around us, and not only

silk, but all things which pertain to the

earth; and again, all things which per-

tain to the heavens; all things which per-

tain to time, and all things which pertain

to eternity, which is the same with God

today, yesterday, and forever. I am ex-

tremely anxious that this people should

understand the value of their existence

here, and the great worth of that im-

mortal spirit which is clothed upon with

an earthly house, preparatory to an eter-

nal exaltation and eternal lives. Honor

this earthly house, for in it are con-

cealed the rudiments of all knowledge,

the root and foundation of science that

we have any knowledge of. Mankind

are capable of collecting and retaining an

immense amount of knowledge, if they

will diligently apply the ability God has

given them; in fact, they are made to

travel on through an endless progression

of improvement. I have only time to

give a few hints on this subject, though

it might prove very interesting to you,

were I to classify these great truths and

dwell upon them, item by item, through

a course of lectures.

Do you know, mother, the worth

of that child in your lap? There is

not a mother here, I presume, that

knows the real value of her offspring.

We say, "The Lord giveth, and the

Lord taketh away," &c., when our chil-

dren die. The truth is, the Lord has

given and we do not know the value of

the gift we have received, and it is taken

from us; not because the Lord wants the

child, for there are myriads of spirits in

heaven, and more coming all the time.

They do not want the spirit back again—

they do not need it in the spirit world. It

should remain here, and we should know

the worth of it sufficiently to take care

of it and preserve it on earth, until it

has fulfilled the measure of its creation—

brought forth all the fruits of its exis-

tence, and become ripe to go home to a

higher state of glory to rest for a season,

until it is time again to unite the body

with the spirit.

A thousand glorious principles open

up to my mind, that I cannot now dwell

upon; but there is one subject pertaining

to our temporal existence that I wish to

present; the news we receive from the

east and from the west is of wars and

floods, trouble and sorrow. Our south-

ern settlements have suffered by floods;

they have lost their farms, gardens, and

orchards. The water has risen twenty-

five feet higher than it has ever been

known to rise before in San Bernardino

and other parts of California. I wish to

warn this people, that they be not caught

unprepared when spring opens. Make

the best provisions in your power to ward

off destruction by high water into City

Creek and other mountain streams run-

ning through our settlements. Particu-

larly, let the brethren who are living on

the Cottonwood bottoms, take care, or

we may hear of their passing down Jor-

dan. The earth is now saturated with

rain and melted snow, and if the snow

in City Creek goes away with a warm

spring rain, the first we know, some of

the people may be washed down into the

river.

May the Lord bless us. Amen.


