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time, but is not this a part of eternity?

We have nothing in our possession

but what is lent or given to us to im-

prove upon for eternity, no, not even our

present lives. We do not pay sufficient

attention to the life that we at present

enjoy, or we should understand that it is

as much eternal life as any that we shall

ever attain to, for surely at the present

time we have no existence in all of the

eternities but in this. We may not have

to pass through changes in the life which

is to come as we do here, but it is for

us, while here, to comprehend and ap-

preciate the beauty and glory which lie

in our pathway. We may have to labor

and dig and delve in the earth, but, if so,

we should remember that there is a dig-

nity in labor when that is directed by the

intellectual power, with which, in all the

creation of God, only man is endowed, for

the development and combination of the

elements with which he is surrounded

for the use and the benefit of the world

in which he lives.

It is true that evil is strewn in our

pathway, but we should labor to get all

evil thoughts from our minds, and strive

to cultivate those graces which come

through faith, and which are calculated

to eradicate from our being those things

which lead downward, instead of lead-

ing us in the path which is unto eternal

lives and eternal progression while here

as well as in the world to come.

To live here and perform the du-

ties of today is the present business

of the Latter-day Saints, and to lay

a foundation that will carry us safely

through this and prepare us for that

life which is to come, and it is also

our duty to obey those principles which

are revealed through obedience to the

fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If we will continue to be faithful and

seek after those principles that will

tend to exalt us here, then we will be

exalted hereafter; but it is of no use

thinking of being exalted in the eternal

worlds unless we apply those principles

in our conduct here.

If we suppose that we can go through

this life straight into the kingdom of

God, and attain to exaltation by being

clothed with hypocrisy and falsehood, we

are simply mistaken; such a course of life

is not calculated to lead to that end. If

we are exalted, it must be by putting in

practice those principles which are ex-

alting in their tendency, and which are

given us through the inspiration of the

Almighty. Thus will be formed a charac-

ter in this life that will endure in that

which is to come.

I can endorse the sentiment ex-

pressed by brother Bayliss, who was

speaking before me, that it is our duty

to do all we can for the spread of truth,

and to ornament our minds with the

truths of the Gospel, that we may com-

bine those principles to form that char-

acter and connection with the heavens

which we have the opportunity of do-

ing more abundantly here, in these se-

questered vales than in the scattered

condition of the Saints in the midst of the

nations of the earth.

Witness the power that we can wield

in the earth, by gradually spread-

ing abroad those principles which we

have received, until finally righteous-

ness shall spread over and cover the

whole earth, put an end to the power

of the wicked, bind Satan and cast him

from the earth, as has been spoken by

the inspired writers.

I suppose it will be accomplished this

way, by filling up the measure of our

creation in union, truth, and oneness,

and by officiating in those ordinances of

the Priesthood which shall seem good

unto the Almighty. It is for us to pre-

pare to walk in that way which shall be

marked out, and to go and perform ev-

ery act as we shall be dictated through


