
the instrumentality of the servants of God, 
whom he has appointed to dictate and 
guide in order that his purpose may be 
accomplished at least in the valleys of the 
mountains, where he has provided an asy-
lum for his people.

This kingdom is established to the ex-
tent of the power that is now wielded, and 
there is no other place upon the face of 
the earth to which good men who desire 
to promote virtue and establish justice can 
rally except to this, and it is accomplished 
through the instrumentality of the Gospel 
we have embraced. Others have their in-
stitutions, some of which are very good, 
but there is more than an overbalancing 
amount of corruption, from which those 
who would do good, have not the power to 
disenthrall themselves.

There is such unlimited power to do 
evil, which the wicked use for the oppres-
sion of the feeble, to oppress the poor, the 
honest in heart, whom they rule by priest-
craft, kingcraft, and every other wicked 
craft that mankind in their degeneracy can 
devise, so that it would seem almost im-
possible even for the Almighty to establish 
his kingdom and save his people, with-
out withdrawing them from the wicked 
nations.

People come here and have full liberty to 
do or not to do; to live their holy religion 
or not to live it; to be honest, faithful, and 
true, or to reject those principles and clothe 
themselves with that which is evil; they have 
the freest volition to exercise their right of 
will. We expect, however, that those who 
come here are those who have elected and 
chosen for themselves to do the will of God, 
and to follow the counsel of him whom he 
has chosen to rule in his Church and king-
dom. We have reason to believe this, but 
then when we reflect upon the past, we are 
satisfied that others must have come with

a different motive. Some of us are apt to 
forget that we should furnish and adorn 
our own minds, with a comprehensive 
knowledge of the Gospel; that we should 
furnish the material rather than expect that 
some greater and more powerful influence 
will do it for us. We sometimes find that 
people are careless in regard to their duties 
in this respect, and Satan is always ready 
to step in and take the advantage of such 
an opportunity. Now we should not be 
indifferent and lay down the armor of the 
Gospel, and say this is no advantage to me. 
No, my dear brethren, it will be an advan-
tage and a blessing to all of us, if we honor 
the kingdom of God and live its principles, 
and if we do not, it will still roll on, wheth-
er we go with it or not.

We have no right to be indifferent to 
any principles revealed in this kingdom, 
but we should feel an interest in everything 
that is laid before us, that we may be of 
some use and benefit to the Church, fill up 
our days in usefulness in any department 
of the kingdom of God in which we may 
be called to act. I pray God to help us to 
do this; to help us by giving us of his Spirit 
to strengthen our minds that we may over-
come the evil; that we may seek to do ev-
erything that is good; that we may secure 
that aid and assistance that will enable us 
to bring our spirits back pure and holy, 
into the presence of him who gave them 
unto us, that we may not give Satan the 
power over us, not strengthen those chains 
which he has, through the agency of the 
fall, obtained over the human family, but 
that we may overcome that evil as far as 
possible, even to the obtaining that knowl-
edge and intelligence which was said to 
have been obtained by the brother of Jared, 
whose faith was so great that the Lord 
could not prevent him from looking within 
the veil. Why? Because he had clothed him-
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