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self with those principles which lead to
exaltation, so that he could see beyond
the vision of human ken, and the Lord
could not keep him from penetrating be-
hind the veil.

If we are going to have anything ex-
cellent it is for us to look after it, and
not let the Devil rule over us, but or-
nament our minds by our own virtuous
acts and our bodies with the workman-
ship of our own hands. If we take this
course the Lord will help us by plac-
ing the elements that are for the wel-
fare and comfort of mankind within our
reach. During the travels of the chil-
dren of Israel, he showered down pro-
visions upon them that they might not
have to labor in the wilderness, and or-
dained that their clothing should not
wear out, but otherwise than that, and a
few other such instances, I do not know
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that he ever helped a human being ex-
cept by placing within his reach the ele-
ments for him to combine therefrom for
his support. He has put into our hands
the power to combine the elements and
to provide ourselves with those things
that we need, and as I said in the com-
mencement of my remarks, there is a
dignity in labor, in drawing from those
elements things necessary for our own
benefit and advancement as intelligent
beings. Let us therefore endeavor to im-
prove the earth upon which we live, and
make it pleasant to the sight of God and
man.

May God help us to comprehend and
obtain those great blessings which he
has in store for his faithful Saints, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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The remarks of Elder Orson Pratt are
founded upon Constitutional principles.
I have long been aware that he was a
profound mathematician, but I was not
aware that he was so thoroughly read in
Constitutional law, as his remarks this
forenoon so fully evidence.

I went to Washington with Elder
John Taylor in 1856; we were the
bearers of the Constitution of Deseret,

adopted by the unanimous vote of the
whole people, and a memorial to the
great men of the nation for the admis-
sion of Deseret into the union of States
upon an equal footing with the original
States.

When we arrived at the capitol we
found the gates closed against our ad-
mission by the acts of a national con-
vention, pledging the great and ris-
ing party of the country to united



