CORRUPTION AMONG GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

opposition to our admission in conse-
quence of an item of our religious faith
being objectionable. Notwithstanding
this flat refusal before we had asked,
we conferred with many of the princi-
pal men of the nation—of all parties
by whom it was generally conceded we
had a constitutional right to admission,
and that we had manifested that energy,
perseverance and intelligence in explor-
ing, settling, and subduing this country,
which clearly proved that we were capa-
ble of self-government, and able to sus-
tain ourselves as a State. We had or-
ganized a civilized community, framed
a Constitution, republican in form, and
unexceptionable in principle and called
into order an efficient government. But,
said Congressmen, there is an objection,
and although we ought not to name it,
the religious views of your people are ob-
jectionable to the great body of the Amer-
ican people—Constitutionally this is no
objection, but politically it is an impass-
able barrier. For any member to vote
for the admission of Deseret, or advo-
cate it would entail upon himself, what
we all dread, a political grave. "You
must know, yourselves, you cannot help
but know," said Senator Douglas, "that
there is an awful prejudice against you—
ahem! ahem! an insurmountable objec-
tion. We have no right to talk of religious
tests or institutions—ahem! ahem! but I
know of but one objection; your peculiar
religion, your domestic institutions!"

Well might Congressmen use inter-
jections while trembling between the in-
fluence of priestcraft, and a solemn oath
to support the Constitution of the United
States, and faithfully perform those du-
ties required by it.

The Constitution declares, "Congress
shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prevent
the free exercise thereof." "No re-
ligious test shall ever be required
as a qualification to any office
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of public trust under the United States."

General Hall, of Missouri, who was
at that time somewhat distinguished for
his prowess in knocking down the door-
keeper of the Democratic National Con-
vention, at Cincinnati, for refusing ad-
mittance to the delegation of the Ben-
ton Wing of the Missouri Democracy,
raised a new and somewhat novel ob-
jection to our admission while canvass-
ing the subject with a company of gen-
tlemen at the National Hotel in Wash-
ington, he declared it would never do
to admit Deseret, for it would recognize
polygamy, and that would ruin all the
houses of ill fame in the country, in a
short time. Why, said he, no woman
would ever consent to become a prosti-
tute if she could have a husband, who
would honor and protect her, and main-
tain and educate her children; and un-
der this new arrangement every woman
could obtain such a husband and protec-
tor, and every house of assignation would
be closed, and the gentlemen of the coun-
try undone.

I went on my Mission to Washing-
ton in full faith to ask for the admis-
sion of Deseret, never asking myself the
question whether I would accomplish it
or not, striving to believe with all the
power and faith I could command, that
we would accomplish our Mission.

I sometimes sat in the gallery of the
House of Representatives and heard the
members wrangle, and asked myself if
it was possible that the Lord wished
us to join hands with such unhallowed
confusion and political chicanery. After
my return home, some of the brethren
asked me how much faith I had that
we should be admitted. I concluded my
faith had been like that of a certain pi-
ous lady, whose minister called upon her
and inquired concerning her religious
welfare. She replied that she was well
satisfied with her spiritual progression,



