BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, ETC.

in purpose, and all of us become like clay
in the hands of the potter, we can do
nothing. Every vessel has to be turned
and become pliable in the hands of the
potter. Do you know this, brethren? I
have worked at the potting business, and
I have made twenty dozen milk pans in
a day, and I could not make one stand
for the other; but I had to take each
for itself, every bowl had to stand for it-
self. It is so with us in the kingdom of
God; if we are saved at all, it must be by
subjecting ourselves to the principles of
salvation and eternal life, by observing
strictly the law of Christ; and it is pre-
cisely so with regard to this people and
the building of that Temple. It is one of
the easiest things for us to do, if we will
only go to work and do it in the way that
we are commanded. When we start to
do it in good earnest, our means will in-
crease in proportion to what we do. Some
will turn round and say, if by building
that Temple we shall be prospered, we
are ready; but if I tell you that by going
at it, you will be able to send four hun-
dred teams next year, if required, you
will think this is extravagant; but I see
it just as it is, and that by the Spirit
of the living God, even by the Spirit of
revelation. I am of opinion that if Presi-
dent Young had not started that theater,
there would not have been half so many
improvements here as we now see. Men
increase their efforts frequently because
of the examples of others. When boys lay
down a snow ball, if it is not rolled it does
not increase in size; but when it is rolled
then it is the time that it increases. It
is so with this Church and kingdom, the
progress of the work of God is in pro-
portion to the labor performed and the
diligence of the people in the Church.
We are all required to be diligent and
to labor faithfully for the upbuilding of
the kingdom of God; we have all got
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an interest alike in the triumph of righ-
teousness, and it should be our meat and
drink to assist all we can in this great
work of human redemption.

But to return to the subject of the
building of the Temple, which is closely
connected with the salvation of both the
living and the dead. There is quite
a quantity of rock on the ground now,
about enough to make one tier all round
about sixteen inches high. Now, if you
will go and look at the quantity of rock
there is on the Temple Block, you will
think there is far more than enough to
build one tier, for it looks a tremendous
pile. We have to carry the walls a lit-
tle over eighty feet high from the base-
ment. The theater is forty feet high from
the water table, so you can readily form
an idea of the height of the Temple when
completed, and you can also imagine the
immense mass of stone that will be re-
quired to rear it ready for the roof, when
you consider that all the stone we have
got on hand will but raise the building
sixteen inches. Shall Great Salt Lake
City do it all? No, all the people from
north to south, and from east to west,
have got to take a hand in the work,
and by exerting ourselves we shall be en-
riched tenfold in our property and in our
righteousness.

By-and-by President Young will call
upon us to build a Tabernacle that will
hold from 15,000 to 20,000 people, and
it will be so constructed that the con-
gregation will be able to sit and hear
full as well as they can in the Taber-
nacle behind us, and it gives us a good
idea of erecting another one, for the peo-
ple can hear him when he speaks at
a very moderate tone of voice; he does
not have to speak one third as loud in
the Tabernacle as he does here. Speak-
ing here feels as if it would destroy a
man's lungs, for the voice is scattered
or wasted through the bushes, while a
tight room will hold the sound. We shall



