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and glorious work in the name of Israel's
God, being full of faith, humility, and
charity; then we have done our duty, and
all we can do to further the kingdom of
God.

When we are doing the work of the
Lord with all our might, and the evil
within us is subdued by the power of
God, and the light of Christ so shines
within us that we can see clearly the
things of God and men truly as they are,
and all is judged by a righteous judg-
ment, then we may look at and talk
about the faults of each other without in
the least disturbing our peace. When we
do this, working faithfully for the build-
ing up of God's kingdom, we are ready
to acknowledge all things we possess to
be the Lord's, holding them for him in
time, not knowing what he will do with
them in the future. Let us teach our fam-
ilies the principles of righteousness by
our conduct, which will go further than
mere words. Let our private life be wor-
thy the imitation of the best on earth, for
it preaches a more lasting sermon than
the tongue can preach. If we pursue this
course the Lord will never suffer us to
be driven from our homes. "I always
thought," said one, "that you were driven
from Jackson County for your wicked-
ness?" Yes, and I always acknowledge it;
it was to bring us to our senses.

The Lord wants us to live up to the
spirit of the times, and in the ratio the
wicked nations are going down, he wants
his people to rise in intelligence and im-
portance as statesmen, noblemen, and
rulers; first learning to govern and con-
trol themselves.

I will recur again to the sealing power
I have already glanced at. If men are
sealed to me, it is because they want to
be; and if they will be good, and hearken
to my counsel and live a righteous life,
I will agree to dictate and counsel them;
but when men want to be sealed to me
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to have me feed and clothe them, and
then act like the Devil, I have no more
feeling and affection for them than I
have for the greatest stranger in the
world. Because a man is sealed to me,
do you suppose that he can escape being
judged according to his works? No. Were
he sealed to the Savior, it would make no
difference; he would be judged like other
men. Let us do what we do from a pure
and holy principle, desiring only to pro-
mote the kingdom of God and be as nigh
right as possible, that when we judge, we
may judge in righteousness.

One great blessing the Lord wishes to
pour upon this people is that they may
return to Jackson County, Missouri, and
establish the Center Stake of Zion. If
our enemies do not cease their oppres-
sion upon this people, as sure as the
Lord lives it will not be many days be-
fore we will occupy that land and there
build up a Temple to the Lord. If they
would keep us from accomplishing this
work very soon, they had better let us
alone. "I will purge the land," saith the
Lord, "cut off the evildoer, and prepare a
way for the return of my people to their
inheritance." We pray for this, but are we
preparing ourselves, to live according to
the laws of Zion? This I will say, to the
praise of the Latter-day Saints, there are
hundreds and thousands of them who
have been in the Church, some longer
and some shorter, who, when you inquire
about them, are paying attention to their
own business; this proves that they live
in peace with their God and their neigh-
bors, doing as well as they know how.
But when we speak of the officers of this
Church, a great deal is required of them
by the Lord and the people.

I wish to endure, and live the doctrine
I preach to the people; to live with them,
and with them fight the Devil until we
kick the last one off from the earth.



