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influences of priestcraft. In this coun-

try and in the old countries politicians

and wealthy men, who have any influ-

ence whatever over their neighbors, or

over a family, or district, exert that influ-

ence to keep the people from embracing

the Gospel the Lord has restored again

to the world, by threatening to injure

them, to stop their wages, turn them out

of employment, or out of their houses,

if they embrace "Mormonism," and thus

the masses are bound down.

Will we still continue to build up and

foster our enemies, and give them our

life's blood? If we intend to cease do-

ing so, we will cease trading with them

in the way and manner we have done

and are doing. You may enquire what

we are going to do. I will tell you what

I have not done; I have not sent to the

States this season for any factory cloth,

nor for any calico, and I shall say to my

family you must make your own cloth-

ing or go without. "What are we going

to do for pins and needles?" Do without

them, or use thorns. When we cease

importing them, necessity may become

the mother of invention in this as well

as in many other cases. I have often

wished there was not such a thing as a

pin or a needle when I have found them

sticking in garments, in my shirt, on my

pillow, in the chairs, on the door rugs,

strewed over the floors and passages,

and in the streets. I will venture to say

that the quantity of pins and needles

that has been brought into this Territory

has not done one-tenth part of the ser-

vice they would, if they had been prop-

erly taken care of and not wasted. People

will hardly stoop down to pick up a nee-

dle or a pin, but they will go to the stores

and buy them. Ladies will take a dol-

lar ivory comb, put it in water, and then

comb a child's hair with it; it is never

dry, the ivory softens, and the comb is

used up in a very short time, when a

good comb of that description ought to

last five years in a common family. Moth-

ers have not learned that water will spoil

an ivory comb. There are some combs

made of gutta percha, that comb the hair

better than horn, but they are brittle and

require to be used with care; but the

first you know, one is on the floor and

the rocker of the rockingchair has passed

over it and rendered it useless.

Where do you keep your needles? On

the floor, in the cradle, on the bed, up-

stairs and downstairs, in every nook and

corner of the house. Where are the pins?

All over; you can pick up one wherever

you are. Do we answer the end of our

creation in thus wasting, with a prodigal

hand, the good things which our Heav-

enly Father has bestowed upon us? The

people are ignorant and careless touch-

ing these matters, and in them do not an-

swer the end of their creation, and will

not without prudently making the best

possible use of that which God gives us.

We can make everything we want;

and that is not all, we can, if we are dis-

posed to, cease to want that which we

cannot make. The moment we do this,

and are satisfied with our productions,

we are an independent people.


