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WEAKNESS OF HUMAN GOVERNMENTS—POTENCY OF
THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

REMARKS BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,
APRIL 16, 1862.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

I have felt very much interested in
the remarks we have heard this morn-
ing. In anything that I may advance
now, I pray my Heavenly Father that
I may be inspired by the same spirit
that I may lay before you such things as
will conduce to your happiness and well-
being. We enjoy privileges here that are
not enjoyed by any other people under
the face of the heavens. I do not care
what country they inhabit, what their
advantages have been in point of edu-
cation, or what facilities they may have
possessed in position and wealth; or in
political, scientific, mechanical, or liter-
ary acquirements. There are no peo-
ple under the heavens that are situ-
ated as we are. There has been one
great difficulty always in the world, with
very few exceptions, and that is, that
men have been left to pursue their own
course, to follow the dictates of their own
individual feelings, to pursue a course
which is dictated alone by a false phi-
losophy, a false religion, and false pol-
itics. These persons have not under-
stood, nor have they been able to un-
derstand, neither have they had the
means within their reach to comprehend
correct principles. A great many very
sincere men in the world have prayed
earnestly to be guided by the Lord, but
they have had no priesthood, no orga-
nization, no intelligence communicated
to them from on high further than that
which would simply govern their moral

actions. Nations have risen up and kings
have set to work to benefit the people by
establishing governments, on their own
responsibility, without the dictation of
the Lord, without priesthood or author-
ity from Heaven. They have not pro-
fessed to have any legitimate right to the
priesthood, but with a blind fatality to
the example that has been set by oth-
ers, they have followed in the wake of
tyrants and oppressors or adopted the
notions of vain philosophers without any
teachings from on high. Governed by the
lust of conquest, the acquisition of terri-
tory, the fascinations of scepters and do-
minion, and dictated alone by the wild
chimeras of their own brain.

Men have also risen up as reli-
gious teachers and reformers, many who
have conceived that something has been
wrong in the world socially, morally, and
religiously, but what that wrong has
been they have not been able definitely
to tell. They could tell something about a
crucified and risen redeemer, as gleaned
from the scriptures, but they knew noth-
ing, or comparatively nothing in regard
to the relationship that exists or that
ought to exist between man and his Fa-
ther in heaven. They knew nothing in re-
lation to the pre-existence of man; or his
future destiny, the organization of the
world, the object of its creation, or its
destiny. The designs of God in relation to
the redemption of man, and the world's



