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and man's eternal exaltations, and pro-

gressions they were profoundly ignorant,

like the kings without Priesthood and

authority, they were blind leaders of the

blind, unsent, uninstructed of the Lord.

They could not comprehend anything of

this kind and consequently they were

divided in their feelings, and hence all

the wildness of sectarianism. And yet

a great many of those men have been

just as sincere as we have been. A

great many philosophers have risen up

in the world unaided by the Almighty,

and they have introduced their systems

of morality and different laws of life,

morality, and politics for the well-being

and happiness of the human family and

with a desire to promote their welfare

but they have accomplished very little.

All these powers combined have done

very little to ameliorate the condition of

mankind. They have signally failed to

regenerate the world. It is true they

have taught the existence of a God and

of our responsibilities to him. They have

taught many good moral precepts and

sought to imbue them with good prin-

ciples and influences. But not possess-

ing a knowledge of the laws of life them-

selves, they have been unable to teach

them to others. There has always been

wanting some principle and leading in-

fluence; they have all of them lacked a

reliance upon God and proper teaching

and instruction from him. And this has

been the cause of great difficulty that

has existed in every day and age of the

world. There has been very little change

comparatively in the world in regard to

the condition and practices of the human

family. In former times they used to wor-

ship idols of various forms and possess-

ing certain supposed powers, some thou-

sands of gods of various forms was set

forth for mankind to worship, and men

have just the same foolish notions now

only varying in form. There has been all

kinds of theories introduced by philoso-

phers and religionists. Instead of gods of

wood, iron, brass, stone, and gold, they

have theories, notions, and ideas. They

have commenced various systems of reli-

gion and philosophy, just as the ancients

practiced only varying in form. They

have now their gods that they worship

the same as religious enthusiasts had in

former dispensations. Many of the re-

ligionists of the present day have just

as much confidence in their foolish theo-

ries as the ancients had in their deities,

made with their own hands. This is true

also of modern philosophers. Our politi-

cians are also as much confused as men

were formerly notwithstanding our pro-

fessed superior enlightenment. If you go

to the States, to the North for instance,

don't you think that the North believe

that they will make the South submit to

their will? The North think they will,

and in fact that is now very nearly ac-

complished and that the war will soon

be wound up. And don't you think that

the South are strong in the belief that

they are in the right and will succeed

in carrying out their designs. But what

will either of them accomplish more than

has been done in former days? Nothing.

What does this arise from? For want of

correct teaching from the servants of the

Most High God. If any or all of these

men in their day and age of the world

could have obtained the blessings, the

light of revelation communicated unto

them they would readily have received

the Gospel provided they could have un-

derstood as we do. It has been customary

among men to seek only to the wisdom

of men, and to the knowledge of men

to be enabled to govern their course of

life and conduct. This has been the gen-

eral pursuit of the human family. All

mankind have acknowledged a Supreme

Being that governs and controls


