
the world, but they have always believed 
that he was inaccessible. Do you think that 
those old professors felt about God as the 
religious professors do in these days? Most 
assuredly they did. How was it with Daniel 
when the King Belshazzar said to the as-
trologers and soothsayers, that he wanted 
and demanded of them to find out the 
dream which had gone from him and then 
to give the interpretation? The astrolo-
gers said, “why no man can tell this thing 
which the king demandeth but that being 
whose dwelling is not with flesh.” But Daniel 
prayed to him that revealeth secrets and 
his prayer was answered, and the king’s 
dream and interpretation were revealed to 
him, so that when he went in before the 
king he unfolded that which the king had 
dreamed and then forgotten. How was it 
with the old Grecians? Among other things 
they had an unknown God, and when Paul 
visited them he saw an inscription to this 
unknown Deity of theirs, hence when ad-
dressing them he said, “That God whom 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 
you.” They believed in the Supreme Ruler 
of the Universe and so do the world now, 
but still they worship a God without body, 
parts, or passions. We can say the same of 
kings, princes, rulers, and philosophers, for 
these have all believed in a Supreme Ruler 
of the Universe; but for the present, suffice 
it to say, that there has been little or no im-
provement in these things.

You go into the United States, to 
England, and if you please go throughout 
the European nations and see if you can 
find anything in relation to God, more 
than there was a hundred or a thousand 
years ago. There is no increase there in 
the knowledge of God. Then how is it 
possible for them to get any knowledge  
of the future? How is it possible that  
they can understand anything pertaining

to their temporal or spiritual existence, ei-
ther past or future, without the Spirit of 
revelation from on high? There is no power 
or influence that can reveal these things in 
their proper light, but that God “whose 
dwelling is not with flesh.” But all men of 
the world, politicians, philosophers, and all 
classes and grades of men have been igno-
rant of these teachings, and they have had 
no means of obtaining any correct knowl-
edge of those principles of which I have 
been speaking. It was to do away with this 
ignorance that has existed for ages, to reveal 
the purposes of God and establish correct 
religion and morality, and the only true 
form of government that God revealed his 
will to the human family through Joseph 
Smith; it was for this that he opened the 
heavens and communed with man upon 
the earth, and it was for this that he drew 
away the veil that had obscured the world 
for ages. By and through Joseph Smith he 
revealed the law of life, the relationship of 
God to man, and how to secure individual 
happiness of friends, relations, and asso-
ciations, and also that which would be for 
the well-being and renovation of a world. 
This is what we are after, and it is this, as 
I understand it, that God is after. It is to 
introduce correct principles among the 
human family; it is to do away with these 
abuses that have so long existed and pre-
vailed in the world, and that mankind may 
be taught the ways of life and salvation, to 
qualify them to teach correct principles to 
their progeny, and in due time stand forth 
upon Mount Zion as saviors in these last 
days, and that the servants of God may be 
able by his aid and assistance to usher in a 
new era of life, of peace, of happiness, glory 
and exaltation to the inhabitants of a fallen 
world, and likewise of renovation to the 
world itself.

This, to us, I was going to say is
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