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almost new; it is strange at least. We

have been awakened by the voice of in-

spiration, and glory has filled our hearts

when we have been saluted with the

message which the great Eloheim has re-

vealed for the redemption of the sons of

men. And we have felt blessed and in-

spired, yielding obedience to the laws of

God, and our souls have rejoiced in the

Holy One of Israel; and yet, like the Is-

raelites who left their homes in the land

of oppression, we are all the while look-

ing back to Egypt. We have drawn in our

traditions, as it were, like our mother's

milk. Our education, our training and

teaching in general, not merely in re-

gard to religion, but upon every subject,

have been in opposition to or a perver-

sion of the pure principles of the king-

dom of God. There is not a correct prin-

ciple in relation to that which is cal-

culated to conduce to the happiness of

ourselves and the world at large that

has been understood and properly ap-

plied, or that man without the Spirit of

God has known anything about. And

how could we understand aright, if all

the world were ignorant? Our states-

men and philosophers who have pro-

fessed and still profess to know so much

are shrouded in darkness, and there was

no one capable of teaching us elevated

principles, simply because no one had re-

cently revealed nor knew any better than

ourselves. I ask is it surprising that we

should waver and act ignorantly? And

seeing that the whole world have been

in such a state of gross darkness, is it

surprising that we should, in many in-

stances forget our high calling's glori-

ous hope, and forget the situation we

occupy, the blessings, ordinances, pow-

ers and gifts that have been bestowed

upon us? Is it surprising that we should

look back like the children of Israel did

when they made a golden calf and other

idols and said, "These be thy gods, O

Israel?" I leave you to answer for your-

selves.

When we become inspired by the

Spirit of God, and the truths which flow

from his servants, we are enabled to

comprehend our position and relation-

ship to the Most High. It is no small af-

fair that we are engaged in; we are striv-

ing to sweep away the rubbish and er-

ror of ages. Our peace with God is what

we are trying to feel after, if, peradven-

ture, we may find the correct way of life,

of religion, of government, of everything

that is calculated to ennoble, to bless and

exalt us in time and in eternity. Hav-

ing believed that we have got this, we

are trying to feel after our Heavenly Fa-

ther and he is trying to have us feel af-

ter him, and he is pouring out his Spirit

upon us from time to time, and causing

us to cry, "Abba, Father," and to feel that

we are his children, and therefore we feel

to bow with reverence before him as our

Father, our God and deliverer, and to put

our trust in him. We are constantly try-

ing to feel after this kind of spirit and to

be able to say, "the Lord is our God, the

Lord is our King, the Lord is our Law-

giver, and he shall rule over us," and we

do sometimes get a little glimmering of

this Spirit and it does produce a certain

effect upon our minds, but we slide back

again. Sometimes though we are like the

boy that went to school who said that

he slipped two steps backwards for one

forward, but I do not believe this as a

general rule, for I believe with President

Young, that we have made and taken

many steps in the right direction. I feel

also that there are thousands who have

not bowed the knee to Baal, but who feel

that God is their Lord, protector and de-

liverer. What is it that we have got to

do? It is to let this spirit increase within

ourselves and before God; part with

our faults and vanities, and if things

don't go according to our judgment


