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every person who desires to see the king-

dom of God prosper on the earth.

The spiritual and the temporal can-

not be separated, and, in the economy of

the Framer of the Universe, are not de-

signed to be. For example, were we a con-

gregation who had not heard the plan of

salvation and knew nothing of the king-

dom of God upon earth, and were listen-

ing patiently to a stranger opening the

plan of salvation to us, our hearts would

be touched by the fire in the speaker,

the eyes of our understandings would be

opened, and we would begin to compre-

hend, admire, and rejoice in the truth.

This is a spiritual work, an internal

work, a work upon the heart and affec-

tions. This is what we call spiritual im-

pressions. The speaker has portrayed be-

fore our minds the beauties of the king-

dom of God on earth so rationally, and in

a manner so congenial to the feelings of

all honest persons, that they are all in-

fluenced to believe the Gospel. What is

the next step? You next ask the preacher

to baptize you, and here you commence

a temporal labor with both body and

spirit. The preacher has been laboring

with his body, exercising his lungs, and

his whole spiritual and temporal system,

and this labor produces a spiritual and

temporal benefit on those who believe

and practice his teachings. It is so ex-

tremely nice a point to draw the line of

demarcation, between the temporal and

spiritual acts of man, that it is impos-

sible to separate the two. There is a

class of men who do not believe any-

thing in religion to be temporal; they

are baptized in their hearts, partake of

the sacrament in their hearts, preach

in their hearts, and worship the Lord

in their hearts, while their bodies are

constantly scrambling after the dimes.

To be baptized, change your wet clothes

for dry ones, go to meeting to worship

the Lord, and to bring the body into sub-

jection to the will of Christ, is all a tem-

poral labor aided by the Divine Spirit.

I will say a fewwords with regard to a

Bishop. Except we find a literal descen-

dant of Aaron, a man has to be ordained

to the High Priesthood to administer as

did Aaron and his sons. Suppose we then

place the same man also as a President

in a Branch, how are we going to divide

his duties and labors? I said a few words

in this subject last year, and can say

more about it. Can the Bishop baptize

the people, according to his Bishopric?

He can. When the people he has baptized

assemble for confirmation, can he con-

firm them? He cannot, under the power

of his Bishopric; but as he has been or-

dained to the office of a High Priest, af-

ter the order of Melchizedek, to prepare

him to act in the office of a Bishop in the

Priesthood of Aaron, when he has bap-

tized the people under the authority of

his Bishopric, he has a right as a High

Priest to confirm them into the Church

by the laying on of hands. Bishops begin

a contention in their Branch, where they

operate in their calling, when they amal-

gamate with their Bishop's office the of-

fice of the High Priesthood, when they

try to bring the authority of the High

Priesthood in the kingdom of God down

to the capacity of the Priesthood that be-

longs to the office of an acting Bishop;

here they make a grave mistake, and fall

into perplexing errors.

What are the duties of a President

and a Bishop? We will first notice

a duty that belongs to a President.

For instance, he wishes a comfortable

place prepared for the people to meet

in, and he calls on the Bishop to mar-

shal his forces to gather the material

to build a house, and the house is pre-

pared for the comfort and accommoda-

tion of all. In this instance you ob-

serve the duty and office of a Bishop


