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and carrot seed in the middle of the

street and expect to reap a bountiful

crop, for our experience teaches us dif-

ferently. Instead of doing this, we ob-

serve the laws in nature which govern

the productions of the earth, as our fa-

thers before us have done, and prepare

the ground properly, subduing and en-

riching and cleansing from it every ob-

noxious weed. Then if we wish to raise

Toas wheat, we sow the seed that will

produce it, and proceed in like manner

with whatever we desire to produce from

the ground, for every seed will produce

its kind, and with care and watchful-

ness the husbandman will reap an abun-

dant increase. Thus it is plainly mani-

fest that we have the laws of nature and

of God by which we can build up Zion.

Let us then take advantage of the laws

and of the blessings which God is will-

ing to pour upon us, and cultivate and

subdue the ground, sow the good seed,

fence it in that the enemy cannot come

and sow tares, and bar up the gates and

keep the watchman there to watch day

and night.

Those who are sent to sow the good

seed are faithfully waiting for the ground

to be prepared. Cultivate the seed well,

and it will bring forth its kind, that

which pertains to the earth and that

which pertains to the grace of God and

the principles of eternity. Plant and cul-

tivate in your hearts and bring forth

the fruits of Zion. Let us prepare our

hearts, as we prepare our fields, to re-

ceive the good word of God, and never

let anything mar our peace, or step in

between us and our God and our holy

religion, remembering that whatsoever

a man soweth that also shall he reap;

and as your acts in life are, so you

may expect to be judged. The elements

are here to produce as good a Zion as

was ever made in all the eternities of

the Gods. Here are the elements to pro-

duce grain which is good for the food of

man, as also the fruit of the vine, and

that which yieldeth fruit, whether in the

ground or above the ground. Neverthe-

less, wheat for man, corn for the ox, oats

for the horse, and rye (not for whiskey)

for fowls and for swine, and for all beasts

of the field, and barley for all useful an-

imals and for mild drinks, as also other

grain.

It is for us, as children of our heav-

enly Father, to arise and assume the

right the law of the Holy Priesthood

gives us, and organize the elements for a

Zion, and bring it forth, no matter where

we are. I would not give much for a re-

ligion that is not thus practical. Some

Elders have in a manner to convey the

idea that the practical part of our reli-

gion is only manifest here. We should be

sorry if this were the case, and a little

reflection will show them their mistake.

Did you ever have sore feet and aching

limbs, while traveling abroad preaching

the Gospel? "Yes." Was that practical,

or was it only spiritual? After walking

twenty-five miles to fill an appointment,

and, before eating a mouthful of food,

preaching an hour or two, for nobody had

thought you wanted anything to eat, and

then baptizing, and then wading through

the mud for miles in wet clothes before

you could get a dry sock, was that practi-

cal? I thought preaching the Gospel was

as nigh manual labor as anything I could

work at.

We have the material here to build up

Zion. Will we build it, up? What do you

say? (Voices, "Yes.") Yes, we will estab-

lish it on the earth, no more to be thrown

down or removed forever. Amen.


