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their lives, living constantly in the light

of God's countenance. Brother Kimball

says you must keep alive, and give nour-

ishment and vitality to the body, com-

paring the Church to a tree; that you

must help your Prophet and Revelator

and keep that portion of the tree alive.

God keeps that alive, brethren and sis-

ters. I thank you for your prayers, your

integrity, &c., but I feel today as I did in

Nauvoo, when Sidney Rigdon and others

intended to ride the Church into hell. I

told them that I would take my hat and

the few that would go with me and build

up the kingdom of God, asking no odds

of them. If you support me, you sup-

port yourselves; if you do not choose to

do this you will dry up, blow away and

be damned.

A tree or plant of any kind that sends

its roots into the ground does not gain

strength and vitality from the ground

alone, but the atmosphere contributes

to its support as well as the ground,

and it will live longer out of the ground

with air than in the ground without it.

From the atmosphere and the rays of the

sun it gathers elements that we do not

see, which operate upon the sap sent up

through the roots under the bark into

the branches and leaves where it is pre-

pared to make wood and fruit, and give

strength and growth to the trunk, roots,

and the whole tree. Then you may cut off

all the limbs and roots of some trees, and

the atmosphere will make more in great

profusion.

I do not expect to preach a lengthy

sermon this afternoon, but there is a

great deal to be said and done. The Lord

Almighty leads this Church, and he will

never suffer you to be led astray if you

are found doing your duty. You may go

home and sleep as sweetly as a babe in

its mother's arms, as to any danger of

your leaders leading you astray, for if

they should try to do so the Lord would

quickly sweep them from the earth. Your

leaders are trying to live their religion as

far as I am capable of doing so? Yes, I do.

The power of God is with me continually

and I never mean to live an hour without

it.

I am satisfied that we do not realize

to the fullest extent our moral and intel-

lectual growth as a people, but let us be

straightened up and a fountain of knowl-

edge is opened, a rich mine of intellectual

wealth is revealed, and in time we shall

find that heaven and earth have come

together, for the earth will be celestial-

ized and brought back to the presence of

God, who dwells in eternal burnings in

the midst of perfection. Then we should

be prepared to enjoy the fullness of the

blessings and glory God has in store for

us. If we live in these bodies as we should

we shall be prepared to receive all the

glory he has for the faithful. Let us con-

tinue the warfare, fight the good fight

of faith, sanctify our hearts before the

Lord, and day by day perform the labor

he has for us to do, and we shall be ac-

counted worthy to receive our exaltation.

May God bless you. Amen.


