CAUTION AGAINST VAIN LAUGHTER, ETC.

the prophets." When we can keep these
two commandments, do you not think
that the law of God will be written in our
hearts? Yes, and it will never be erased.
When I have a manifestation, through
the brethren that speak, that the love of
God is planted in their souls, that God
rules and reigns in their affections, I care
not what language they make use of to
express their ideas, there is joy, peace,
and solid satisfaction in listening to the
words of their mouths.

Brother Erastus Snow has been
preaching since he was fifteen years of
age, and has been a faithful Minister to
preach the Gospel from that day to this,
and yet he is troubled with the same
diffidence that others are troubled with.
When we look upon the human face we
look upon the image of our Father and
God; there is a divinity in each person
male and female; there is the heavenly,
there is the divine and with this is amal-
gamated the human, the earthly, the
weaker portions of our nature, and it is
the human that shrinks in the presence
of the divine, and this accounts for our
manfearing spirit, and it is all there is
of it. Many public lecturers, by faithful
application in their studies and constant
practice in public speaking, have over-
come to a great degree what is usually
called a manfearing spirit.

I am now looking upon beings who
are expressly created to inhabit the
celestial kingdom of our Father and
God. They are the children of God, the
brethren and sisters of Jesus Christ, of
the same family and descent. My best
efforts are too feeble to portray before
you the worth of the life we now pos-
sess. Probably there is not a single per-
son upon the earth that properly magni-
fies his life to the fullest extent, or, as it
was designed he should, to prepare him
to dwell with God and holy angels. Many
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passages of Scripture can be produced
showing how the ancients complained
of the folly and wickedness of mankind,
but they never undervalued life. The
first life must be magnified as a prepara-
tory step to the enjoyment of the sec-
ond. Those immortal and glorified be-
ings that inherit higher spheres under-
stood this principle, have magnified their
mortal existence and passed on to im-
mortality, to possess exaltations in eter-
nal life. We ought not to speak lightly
of and undervalue the life we now en-
joy, but so dispose of each passing day
that the hours and minutes are spent in
doing good, or at least doing no harm,
in making ourselves useful, in improv-
ing our talents and abilities to do more
good, cultivating the principle of kind-
ness to every being pertaining to our
earthly sphere, learning their uses and
how to apply them to produce the great-
est possible amount of good; learning to
conduct ourselves towards our families
and friends in a way to win the love and
confidence of the good, and overcome ev-
ery ungovernable passion by a constant
practice of cool judgment and deliberate
thoughts.

I feel continually to say God bless the
people. God bless the brethren who go
on Missions to preach the Gospel, and
those who are already in their fields of
labor. I desire to see righteousness pre-
vail, this is my whole delight; I have no
other business on hand; I wish to have
no other. I have no other joy or affection
for anything, only the perfection of the
kingdom of God, and to see righteous-
ness reign triumphantly. I delight to see
my brethren and sisters live in a way to
promote that life which will never end.
Instead of preparing to die, prepare to
live in the midst of all the exaltations of
the Gods. I do not mean to leave this
world, God being my helper, until sin
and iniquity are banished from it, and



