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Most High, we should come down from

our exalted position, or whether we

should not have the spirit of forbearance,

the enlightenment of the Holy Ghost in

our midst to expand our minds, to en-

able us to understand our duties, or shall

we take a course to deprive ourselves of

the blessings of the Melchizedek Priest-

hood, as did ancient Israel? This is what

you are virtually doing in your neigh-

borhoods where you exclude the Presi-

dents of Branches. We are a people who

expect to expand in our minds, to es-

tablish on the earth the kingdom of the

Great God, and we are a people that

never expect to retrograde, but to have

all the keys of the Priesthood; to go for-

ward conquering and to conquer until

the whole of the inhabitants of the earth

shall be redeemed and brought into sub-

jection to the will of God. It is very natu-

ral that the Presidents of the Seventies

should feel after the condition of their

members. These Quorums are divided

up and scattered through the different

settlements; one man belonging to one

Quorum—another to another; therefore,

we find various Quorums represented

in the different branches of the Church

throughout this Territory, and it is right

and proper that the Presidency of these

Quorums should have some organization

by which they can feel after their mem-

bers and know their standing, that they

may be reported up to headquarters from

time to time. There is no law about this;

it is by permission, and it is right. Now

is it not possible that these organizations

can be kept up without causing friction

or difficulty between the brethren? If we

are guided by the right spirit, I think

they can.

Is it impossible to have a Presi-

dent and a Bishop in the same Branch

without there being strife and con-

tention among the people? There

has been too much of this, but with

the instructions that we are receiving we

can improve.

I would not bring this before the pub-

lic, if it had not been brought there al-

ready, for I am ashamed of such things,

and I dislike to see them exhibited be-

fore the public, only as it becomes nec-

essary for their correction. It appears to

be the opinion of some that these things

must be so, but I contend that it need not

be so, and it is only the ignorance of the

people that gives rise to this spirit of con-

tention in certain places. And I feel now

that after attending a Conference of this

kind and receiving correct instructions

upon all these points, there need be no

more contention. It has been necessary

to bring this before the Conference that

we might receive instruction in reference

thereto.

Well, brethren, it is evident to me

that we have not progressed as far as I

thought we had in the knowledge of the

Priesthood, its officers and their respec-

tive duties. We have many blessings be-

stowed upon us by our Father in Heaven,

and he is willing to bestow more, if the

people were willing and capable of re-

ceiving them. I feel the same as brother

Heber said that there is a great major-

ity that are willing to do right, and that

the predominating influence is for God.

I feel it is so, and I bear my testimony

to it. Then let us step forward and take

hold, prove to God and angels that we

will strive to overcome this spirit of con-

tention that is in the world, and each and

all magnify our callings, get together and

consult for the interests of the kingdom

and for each other's welfare, that we may

act in unison in all things that there may

be union throughout the house of Israel,

and in all the branches and settlements

of Zion.

This kingdom is a school to all

of us; we are learning our duties,

and we should strive to improve and

progress in everything that is good, and


